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? ? ? ? ? Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, Whenas ye came, dispelling the gloom that whiles it wore..Now the king was leaning
back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go to the man whom I purpose to tithe and circumvent him and feign
to be occupied with certain business, so that I seclude myself therewith from the folk; and meanwhile the man is squeezed after the foulest fashion,
till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they come in to me and questions befall concerning him and I say, "Indeed, I was ordered worse than this,
for some one (may God curse him!) hath slandered him to the king." Then I take half of his good and return him the rest publicly before the folk
and send him away to his house, in all honour and worship, and he causeth the money returned to be carried before him, whilst he and all who are
with him call down blessings on me. So is it published in the city that I have returned him his money and he himself saith the like, so he may have a
claim on me for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget him till some time (242) hath passed over him, when I send for him
and recall to him somewhat of that which hath befallen aforetime and demand [of him] somewhat privily. So he doth this and hasteneth to his
dwelling and sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then I send to another man, between whom and the other is enmity, and lay hands upon
him and feign to the first man that it is he who hath traduced him to the king and taken the half of his good; and the people praise me.' (243).When
Ibrahim heard this, he let fetch the thieves and said to them, 'Tell me truly, which of you shot the arrow that wounded me.' Quoth they, 'It was this
youth that is with us.' Whereupon the king fell to looking upon him and said to him, 'O youth, acquaint me with thy case and tell me who was thy
father and thou shalt have assurance from God.' 'O my lord,' answered the youth, 'I know no father; as for me, my father lodged me in a pit [when I
was little], with a nurse to rear me, and one day, there fell in upon us a lion, which tore my shoulder, then left me and occupied himself with the
nurse and rent her in pieces; and God vouchsafed me one who brought me forth of the pit.' Then he related to him all that had befallen him, first
and last; which when Ibrahim heard, he cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my very son!' And he said to him, 'Uncover thy shoulder.' So he
uncovered it and behold, it was scarred..89. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi cccxcix.So she sent for him in private and said to him, 'I purpose to do thee a
service, so thou canst but keep a secret.' He promised her all that she desired and she discovered to him her secret in the matter of her daughter,
saying, 'I will marry thee to her and commit to thee the governance of her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.' He thanked her and
promised to uphold all that she should order him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces privily.' So he went
forth and on the morrow she made ready bales and gear and presents and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they loaded on the backs of
camels..However, he would not be denied, and when he saw her [constant] refusal of herself to him, he feared lest she should tell the folk of him.
So, when he arose in the morning, he took a scroll and wrote in it what he would of forgery and falsehood and going up to the Sultan's palace, said,
'[I have] an advisement [for the king].' So he bade admit him and he delivered him the writ that he had forged, saying, 'I found this letter with the
woman, the devotee, the ascetic, and indeed she is a spy, a secret informer against the king to his enemy; and I deem the king's due more incumbent
on me than any other and his advisement the first [duty], for that he uniteth in himself all the people, and but for the king's presence, the subjects
would perish; wherefore I have brought [thee] warning.' The king put faith in his words and sent with him those who should lay hands upon the
woman and put her to death; but they found her not..? ? ? ? ? After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, Did not the hope of union
some whit my strength sustain..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My severance to bewail in torment and dismay..?STORY OF THE RICH MAN WHO GAVE HIS
FAIR DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE TO THE POOR OLD MAN..34. The City of Irem dxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? i The Ninth Officer's Story
dccccxxxviii.Sharpers, The Money-Changer and the Ass, The, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? Thou only art the whole of our desire; indeed Thy love is hid within
our hearts' most secret core..? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcxi.Temam (Abou), Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..The old man laughed at her
speech and her verses pleased him. Then said she to him, "I desire of thee a lute." (38) So he arose and brought her a piece of firewood. Quoth she,
"What is that?" And he said, "Didst thou not bid me bring thee wood?" "I do not want this," answered she, and he rejoined, "What then is it that is
called wood, other than this?" She laughed and said, "The lute is an instrument of music, whereunto I sing." Quoth he, "Where is this thing found
and of whom shall I get it for thee?" And she said, "Of him who gave thee the wine." So he arose and betaking himself to his neighbour the Jew,
said to him, "Thou favouredst us aforetime with the wine; so now complete thy favours and look me out a thing called a lute, to wit, an instrument
for singing; for that she seeketh this of me and I know it not" "Hearkening and obedience," replied the Jew and going into his house, brought him a
lute. [The old man took it and carried it to Sitt el Milah,] whilst the Jew took his drink and sat by a window adjoining the other's house, so he might
hear the singing..So Iblis drank off his cup, and when he had made an end of his draught, he waved his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that which
was upon him of clothes, delivered them to her. Amongst them was a suit worth ten thousand dinars and a tray full of jewels worth a great sum of
money. Then he filled again and gave the cup to his son Es Shisban, who took it from his hand and kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now
there was before him a tray of roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon these roses.' Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er Have I eaten of flesh, save in public (57) it were..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the
Eunuch Kafour xxxix.When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he
summoned the headsman, and when he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by
the hand and [led her away; but], when she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by
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thy fathers and forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the following verses:.On like wise, O king," continued
the youth, "whilst fortune was favourable to me, all that I did came to good; but now that it is grown contrary to me, everything turneth against
me.".Thereupon there sallied forth to him Zuheir ben Hebib, and they wheeled about and feinted awhile, then came to dose quarters and exchanged
strokes. El Harith forewent his adversary in smiting and stretched him weltering in his gore; whereupon Hudheifeh cried out to him, saying, "Gifted
of God art thou, O Harith! Call another of them." So he cried out, saying, "Is there a comer-forth [to battle?]" But they of Baghdad held back froni
him; and when it appeared to El Harith that confusion was amongst them, he fell upon them and overthrew the first of them upon their last and slew
of them twelve men. Then the evening overtook him and the Baghdadis addressed themselves to flight..I saw thee, O thou best of all the human
race, display, i. 46..? ? ? ? ? Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain, Ay, and a heart that's all athirst for love and longing pain.? ? ? ? ? c.
The Third Calender's Story xiv.After this, the authorities compounded with the highwayman for his submission, and when he came before them,
they enriched him and he became in such favour with the Sultan's deputy that he used to eat and drink with him and there befell familiar converse
between them. On this wise they abode a great while, till, one day, the Sultan's deputy made a banquet, and therein, for a wonder, was a roasted
francolin, which when the robber saw, he laughed aloud. The deputy was angered against him and said to him, "What is the meaning of thy
laughter? Seest thou default [in the entertainment] or dost thou mock at us, of thy lack of breeding?" "Not so, by Allah, O my lord," answered the
highwayman. "But I saw yonder francolin and bethought myself thereanent of an extraordinary thing; and it was on this wise. In the days of my
youth, I used to stop the way, and one day I fell in with a man, who had with him a pair of saddle-bags and money therein. So I said to him, 'Leave
these bags, for I mean to kill thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the fourth part of [that which is in] them and leave [me] the rest.' And I said, 'Needs must I take
the whole and slay thee, to boot.' Then said he, 'Take the saddle-bags and let me go my way.' But I answered, 'Needs must I slay thee.' As we were
in this contention, he and I, behold, he saw a francolin and turning to it, said, 'Bear witness against him, O francolin, that he slayeth me unjustly and
letteth me not go to my children, for all he hath gotten my money.' However, I took no pity on him neither hearkened to that which he said, but
slew him and concerned not myself with the francolin's testimony.".8. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of
Sindbad the Sailor.As for King Shehriyar, he marvelled at Shehrzad with the utmost wonder and drew her near to his heart, of his much love for
her; and she was magnified in his eyes and he said in himself, "By Allah, the like of this woman is not deserving of slaughter, for indeed the time
affordeth not her like. By Allah, I have been heedless of mine affair, and had not God overcome me with His mercy and put this woman at my
service, so she might adduce to me manifest instances and truthful cases and goodly admonitions and edifying traits, such as should restore me to
the [right] road, [I had come to perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the praise for this and I beseech Him to make my end with her like unto that of the
vizier and Shah Bekht." Then sleep overcame the king and glory be unto Him who sleepeth not!.On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat
[in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee
bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and
going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets and khans and caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon
tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself before the Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but
have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and
despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and they sought him there and found him not..? ? ? ? ? So fell and fierce my stroke
is, if on a mountain high It lit, though all of granite, right through its midst 'twould shear..? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress
dcccclxxxv.God judge betwixt me and her lord! Away, i. 48..Some months after this, I met him again under arrest, in the midst of the guards and
officers of the police, and he said to them, "Seize yonder man." So they laid hands on me and carried me to the chief of the police, who said, "What
hast thou to do with this fellow?" The thief turned to me and looking a long while in my face, said, "Who took this man?" Quoth the officers, "Thou
badest us take him; so we took him." And he said, "I seek refuge with God! I know not this man, nor knoweth he me; and I said not that to you but
of a man other than this." So they released me, and awhile afterward the thief met me in the street and saluted me, saying, "O my lord, fright for
fright! Hadst thou taken aught from me, thou hadst had a part in the calamity." (146) And I said to him, "God [judge] between thee and me!" And
this is what I have to tell'.On this wise he continued to do for the space of a whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to his
custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might take him and pass the night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the
swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of their wont. So he looked at them and rising up, for that he knew them not, said
to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place, so ye may eat what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the
platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif refused this, but he conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with
me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint not my expectation concerning thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he consented to him;
whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave not over talking with him till they came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the]
saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the door; and as soon as he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate,
and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to him. Then he removed the tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down
again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and seating himself by his side, fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him
with discourse..? ? ? ? ? With ruin I o'erwhelm him and abjectness and woe And cause him quaff the goblet of death and distance drear..The Khalif
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assigned them pensions and allowances and as for Noureddin, his father brought him those riches and his wealth waxed and his case was goodly,
till he became the richest of the folk of his time in Baghdad and left not the presence of the Commander of the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he
was vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah, and he ceased not to live the most delightsome of lives, he and she and his father and mother, a while of
time, till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore sickness and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High. After awhile, his mother died also and he
carried them forth and shrouded them and buried and made them expiations and nativities. (45) Then his children grew up and became like unto
moons, and he reared them in splendour and fondness, what while his wealth waxed and his case flourished. He ceased not to pay frequent visits to
the Commander of the Faithful, he and his children and his slave-girl Sitt el Milah, and they abode, he and they, in all solace of life and prosperity
till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and extolled be the perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal!
This is all that hath come down to us of their story..When she awoke, she said to the old man, "O elder, hast thou aught of food?" And he answered,
"O my lady, I have bread and olives." Quoth she, "That is food fit but for the like of thee. As for me, I will have nought but roast lamb and broths
and fat rissoled fowls and stuffed ducks and all manner meats dressed with [pounded nuts and almond-]kernels and sugar." "O my lady," replied the
Muezzin, "I never heard of this chapter in the Koran, nor was it revealed unto our lord Mohammed, whom God bless and keep!" (31) She laughed
and said, "O elder, the matter is even as thou sayest; but bring me inkhorn and paper." So he brought her what she sought and she wrote a letter and
gave it to him, together with a seal-ring from her finger, saying, "Go into the city and enquire for such an one the money-changer and give him this
my letter.".This was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O youth, I will play thee another game for the shop." Now the value of the shop was four
thousand dinars; so they played and El Abbas beat him and won his shop, with that which was therein; whereupon the other arose, shaking his
clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El Abbas arose and repairing to the shop, took possession thereof, after which he
returned to [the place where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and found there the Amir Saad, who was come to bid him to the presence of the king.
El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till they came before King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he kissed the earth and saluted him and
exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence comest thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I come from Yemen.".51. The Thief
and the Money-changer dcv.When Er Reshid drew near the door of the chamber, he heard the sound of the lute and Tuhfeh's voice singing; whereat
he could not restrain his reason and was like to swoon away for excess of joy. Then he pulled out the key, but could not bring his hand to open the
door. However, after awhile, he took heart and applying himself, opened the door and entered, saying, 'Methinks this is none other than a dream or
an illusion of sleep.' When Tuhfeh saw him, she rose and coming to meet him, strained him to her bosom; and he cried out with a cry, wherein his
soul was like to depart, and fell down in a swoon. She strained him to her bosom and sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, and washed
his face, till he came to himself, as he were a drunken man, for the excess of his joy in Tuhfeh's return to him, after he had despaired of her..? ? ? ?
? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police dcv.So, when they entered with the folk and had prostrated themselves before the king and given him
joy and he had raised their rank, [they sat down]. Now it was the custom of the folk to salute and go forth, so, when they sat down, the king knew
that they had a word that they would fain say. So he turned to them and said, "Ask your need." And the viziers also were present. Accordingly, they
bespoke him with all that these latter had taught them and the viziers also spoke with them; and Azadbekht said to them, "O folk, I know that this
your speech, there is no doubt of it, proceedeth from love and loyal counsel to me, and ye know that, were I minded to slay half these folk, I could
avail to put them to death and this would not be difficult to me; so how shall I not slay this youth and he in my power and under the grip of my
hand? Indeed, his crime is manifest and he hath incurred pain of death and I have only deferred his slaughter by reason of the greatness of the
offence; for, if I do this with him and my proof against him be strengthened, my heart is healed and the heart of the folk; and if I slay him not
to-day, his slaughter shall not escape me to-morrow.".39. Yehya ben Khalid and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name ccvi.When the evening
came and the king sat in his privy chamber, he summoned the vizier and required of him the story of the thief and the woman. Quoth the vizier,
"Know, O king, that.When the king had read this letter, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me great store of presents and entreated
me with the utmost honour. Some days after this, I sought of him leave to depart, but he granted it not to me save after much pressing. So I took
leave of him and shipped with divers merchants and others, intending for my own country and having no desire for travel or traffic. We sailed on,
without ceasing, till we had passed many islands; but, one day, as we fared on over a certain tract of the sea, there came forth upon us a multitude
of boats full of men like devils, clad in chain-mail and armed with swords and daggers and bows and arrows, and surrounded us on every side.
They entreated us after the cruellest fashion, smiting and wounding and slaying those who made head against them, and taking the ship, with the
crew and all that were therein, carried us to an island, where they sold us all for a low price. A rich man bought me and taking me into his house,
gave me to eat and drink and clothed me and entreated me kindly, till my heart was comforted and I was somewhat restored..? ? ? ? ? Saying, "Thy
fill of union take; no spy is there on us, Whom we should fear, nor yet reproach our gladness may abate.".? ? ? ? ? Could they who reproach me but
see my sufferings, their hearts would relent; They'd marvel, indeed, at my case and the loss of my loved ones bewail..? ? ? ? ? The huntress of th'
eyes (60) by night came to me. "Turn in peace," [Quoth I to her;] "This is no time for visiting, I ween.".The absent ones' harbinger came us unto,
iii. 153..162. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccccxxx.Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, ii 207..? ? ? ? ? My virtues
'mongst men are extolled and my glory and station rank high..Now she was righteous in all her dealings and swerved not from one word; (3) so,
when he saw that she consented not unto him, he misdoubted that she would tell his brother, when he returned from his journey, and said to her,
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'An thou consent not to this whereof I require thee, I will cause thee fall into suspicion and thou wilt perish.' Quoth she, 'Be God (extolled be His
perfection and exalted be He!) [judge] betwixt me and thee, and know that, shouldst thou tear me limb from limb, I would not consent to that
whereto thou biddest me.' His folly (4) persuaded him that she would tell her husband; so, of his exceeding despite, he betook himself to a company
of people in the mosque and told them that he had witnessed a man commit adultery with his brother's wife. They believed his saying and took act
of his accusation and assembled to stone her. Then they dug her a pit without the city and seating her therein, stoned her, till they deemed her dead,
when they left her..The folk took compassion on him and gave him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of
the way that led to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go
barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked and hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the
gate of the city, and presently up came a company of King Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So
they lighted down to rest and the youth accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what
thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a
beggar, and what concern hast thou with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one
question (135) and now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king?
Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon
the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there betided me this and that.'.The Tenth Day..The
folk marvelled at this story and as for the prefect and El Melik ez Zahir, they said, 'Wrought ever any the like of this device?' And they marvelled
with the utterest of wonderment Then arose a third officer and said, 'Hear what betided me, for it is yet stranger and more extraordinary..? ? ? ? ?
But on no wise was I affrayed nor turned from love of her; So let the railer rave of her henceforth his heart's content..THE TEN VIZIERS; OR THE
HISTORY OF KING AZADBEKHT AND HIS SON. (94).King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..Quoth Ishac, 'Indeed, this was of thy fair
fortune. By Allah, I know not that which thou knowest in this craft!' Then he arose and going to a chest, brought out therefrom striped clothes of
great price, netted with jewels and great pearls, and said to her, 'In the name of God, don these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So she arose and donned those
clothes and veiled herself and went up [with Ishac] to the palace of the Khalifate, where he made her stand without, whilst he himself went in to the
Commander of the Faithful (with whom was Jaafer the Barmecide) and kissing the earth before him, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I
have brought thee a damsel, never saw eyes her like for excellence in singing and touching the lute; and her name is Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where,'
asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who hath not her like in the world?' Quoth Ishac, 'Yonder she stands, O Commander of the Faithful;' and he
acquainted the Khalif with her case from first to last. Then said Er Reshid, 'It is a marvel to hear thee praise a slave-girl after this fashion. Admit
her, so we may see her, for that the morning may not be hidden.'.When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight
and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and
her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and
taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.Police, El Melik ez Zahir
Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of, ii. 117..63. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.When it was night, the king
summoned the vizier and sought of him the hearing of the [promised] story. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan, "Know, O august
king, that.Thief and the Woman, The, i. 278.So Belehwan the froward abode king in his father's room and his affairs prospered, what while the
young Melik Shah lay in the underground dungeon four full-told years, till his charms faded and his favour changed. When God (extolled be His
perfection and exalted be He!) willed to relieve him and bring him forth of the prison, Belehwan sat one day with his chief officers and the
grandees of his state and discoursed with them of the story of King Suleiman Shah and what was in his heart. Now there were present certain
viziers, men of worth, and they said to him, 'O king, verily God hath been bountiful unto thee and hath brought thee to thy wish, so that thou art
become king in thy father's stead and hast gotten thee that which thou soughtest. But, as for this boy, there is no guilt in him, for that, from the day
of his coming into the world, he hath seen neither ease nor joyance, and indeed his favour is faded and his charms changed [with long prison].
What is his offence that he should merit this punishment? Indeed, it is others than he who were to blame, and God hath given thee the victory over
them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.' Quoth Belehwan, 'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am fearful of his craft and am not assured from his
mischief; belike the most part of the folk will incline unto him.' 'O king,' answered they, 'what is this boy and what power hath he? If thou fear him,
send him to one of the frontiers.' And Belehwan said, 'Ye say sooth: we will send him to be captain over such an one of the marches.'.Man whose
Caution was the Cause of his Death, The, i. 291..50. El Melik en Nasir and the Three Masters of Police dciii.? ? ? ? ? Why to estrangement and
despite inclin'st thou with the spy? Yet that a bough (14) from side to side incline (15) small wonder 'twere..Sons, Story of King Suleiman Shah and
his, i. 150..Asleep and Awake, i. 5..? ? ? ? ? Yea, to Baghdad I came, where rigour gave me chase And I was overthrown of cruelty and pride..Let
destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare, iii. 211.? ? ? ? ? No exhorter am I to abstain from the fair, Nor to love Mecca's vale for my
profit I care;.Now the woman was in a chest and two youths of the pages of the late king, who were now in the new king's service, were those who
had been charged with the guardianship of the vessel and the goods. When the evening evened on them, the two youths fell a-talking and recounted
that which had befallen them in their days of childhood and the manner of the going forth of their father and mother from their country and royal
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estate, whenas the wicked overcame their land, and [called to mind] how they had gone astray in the forest and how fate had made severance
between them and their parents; brief, they recounted their story, from beginning to end. When the woman heard their talk, she knew that they were
her very sons and cried out to them from the chest, saying, 'I am your mother such an one, and the token between you and me is thus and thus.' The
young men knew the token and falling upon the chest, broke the lock and brought out their mother, who strained them to her breast, and they fell
upon her and swooned away, all three..? ? ? ? ? Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I; Graceful of shape and lithe and pleasing to the
eye..Quoth the king, 'Verily, thou makest me long to see him. Canst thou not bring us together?' 'With all my heart,' answered the husbandman, and
the king sat with him till he had made an end of his tillage, when he carried him to his dwelling-place and brought him in company with the other
stranger, aud behold, it was his vizier. When they saw each other, they wept and embraced, and the husbandman wept for their weeping; but the
king concealed their affair and said to him, 'This is a man from my country and he is as my brother.' So they abode with the husbandman and
helped him for a wage, wherewith they supported themselves a long while. Meanwhile, they sought news of their country and learned that which its
people suffered of straitness and oppression..?THE THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Therewithal Aboulhusn cried out at him and said, "O dog
of the sons of Bermek, go down forthright, thou and the master of the police of the city, to such a place in such a street and deliver a hundred dinars
to the mother of Aboulhusn the Wag and bear her my salutation. [Then, go to such a mosque] and take the four sheikhs and the Imam and beat each
of them with four hundred lashes and mount them on beasts, face to tail, and go round with them about all the city and banish them to a place other
than the city; and bid the crier make proclamation before them, saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso multiplieth words
and molesteth his neighbours and stinteth them of their delights and their eating and drinking!'" Jaafer received the order [with submission] and
answered with ["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which he went down from before Aboulhusn to the city and did that whereunto he had bidden
him..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlvi.When the king heard his chamberlain's story, he was confounded and abashed and said
to him, 'Abide on thy wonted service and till thy land, for that the lion entered it, but marred it not, and he will never more return thither.' (61) Then
he bestowed on him a dress of honour and made him a sumptuous present; and the man returned to his wife and people, rejoicing and glad, for that
his heart was set at rest concerning his wife. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this rarer or more extraordinary than the story of the fair
and lovely woman, endowed with amorous grace, with the foul-favoured man.".? ? ? ? ? o. The Man who was lavish of his House and his Victual to
one whom he knew not dcccciv.? ? ? ? ? One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere For waiting long drawn out and expectation drear..77. King
Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel ccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ? She hath an eye, whose glances pierce the hearts of all mankind, Nor can cornelian
with her cheeks for ruddiness compare..Then the Khalif went in to the Lady Zubeideh, pale with anger, and she noted this in him and said to him,
"How cometh it that I see the Commander of the Faithful changed of colour?" "O daughter of my uncle," answered he, "I have a beautiful
slave-girl, who reciteth verses and telleth stories, and she hath taken my whole heart; but she loveth other than I and avoucheth that she loveth her
[former] master; wherefore I have sworn a great oath that, if she come again to my sitting-chamber and sing for other than I, I will assuredly take a
span from her highest part." (21)Quoth Zubeideh, "Let the Commander of the Faithful favour me with her presence, so I may look on her and hear
her singing." So he bade fetch her and she came, whereupon the Lady Zubeideh withdrew behind the curtain, whereas she saw her not, and Er
Reshid said to her, "Sing to us." So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the
Ogress v.On this wise they abode a long while till one day the wife went out in quest of water, whereof she had need, and espied a physician who
had spread a carpet in the Thereon he had set out great store of drugs and implements of medicine and he was speaking and muttering [charms],
whilst the folk flocked to him and compassed him about on every side. The weaver's wife marvelled at the largeness of the physician's fortune (16)
and said in herself, 'Were my husband thus, he would have an easy life of it and that wherein we are of straitness and misery would be enlarged
unto him.'.What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear, iii. 20..The Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..Some with religion themselves
concern and make it their business all, i. 48..It is told that there was once, in the city of Baghdad, a comely and well-bred youth, fair of face, tall of
stature and slender of shape. His name was Alaeddin and he was of the chiefs of the sons of the merchants and had a shop wherein he sold and
bought One day, as he sat in his shop, there passed by him a girl of the women of pleasure, (253) who raised her eyes and casting a glance at the
young merchant, saw written in a flowing hand on the forepart (254) of the door of his shop, these words, "VERILY, THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT
MEN'S CRAFT, FORASMUCH AS IT OVERCOMETH WOMEN'S CRAFT." When she beheld this, she was wroth and took counsel with
herself, saying, "As my head liveth, I will assuredly show him a trick of the tricks of women and prove the untruth of (255) this his inscription!".? ?
? ? ? Reproach me not for what I did, but be thou kind to one Who's sick of body and whose heart is wasted all away..So they dragged him away,
what while he wept and spoke the words which whoso saith shall nowise be confounded, to wit, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the
Most High, the Sublime!" When they came to the Tigris, one of them drew the sword upon him and El Muradi said to the swordbearer, "Smite off
his head." But one of them, Ahmed by name, said, "O folk, deal gently with this poor wretch and slay him not unjustly and wickedly, for I stand in
fear of God the Most High, lest He burn me with his fire." Quoth El Muradi, "A truce to this talk!" And Ahmed said, "If ye do with him aught, I
will acquaint the Commander of the Faithful." "How, then, shall we do with him?" asked they; and he answered, "Let us deposit him in prison and I
will be answerable to you for his provision; so shall we be quit of his blood, for indeed he is wrongfully used." So they took him up and casting him
into the Prison of Blood, (13)went away..86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death
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dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light And I would every eye of my charms might have sight..? ? ? ? ? To his beloved one the
lover's heart's inclined; His soul's a captive slave, in sickness' hands confined..When the king heard this, he said in himself "How like is this to my
own story in the matter of the vizier and his slaughter! Had I not used precaution, I had put him to death." And he bade Er Rehwan depart to his
own house..Meanwhile, El Abbas abode with his cousin Akil twenty days, after which he made ready for the journey to Baghdad and letting bring
the booty he had gotten of King Zuheir, divided it between himself and his cousin. Then he set out for Baghdad, and when he came within two
days' journey of the city, he called his servant Aamir and bade him mount his charger and forego him with the baggage-train and the cattle. So
Aamir [took horse and] fared on till he came to Baghdad, and the season of his entering was the first of the day; nor was there little child or hoary
old man in the city but came forth to divert himself with gazing on those flocks and herds and upon the goodliness of those slave-girls, and their
wits were amazed at what they saw. Presently the news reached the king that the young man El Abbas, who had gone forth from him, was come
back with herds and rarities and slaves and a mighty host and had taken up his sojourn without the city, whilst his servant Aamir was presently
come to Baghdad, so he might make ready dwelling- places for his lord, wherein he should take up his abode.
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