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THOUGHTS FROM SCRIPTURE
When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier, and when he presented himself, he required of him the [promised] story. So he said,
"Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king, that.He gained him wealth and returning to his native land, after twenty years' absence, alighted
in the neighbourhood of an old woman, whom he bespoke fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of her a wench whom he might lie withal.
Quoth she, 'I know none but a certain fair woman, who is renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she described her charms to him and made him lust
after her, and he said, 'Hasten to her forthright and lavish unto her that which she asketh, [in exchange for her favours].' So the old woman betook
herself to the damsel and discovered to her the man's wishes and bade her to him; but she answered, saying, 'It is true that I was on this [fashion of]
whoredom [aforetime]; but now I have repented to God the Most High and hanker no more after this; nay, I desire lawful marriage; so, if he be
content with that which is lawful, I am at his service.'.IBN ES SEMMAK AND ER RESHID. (161).Some with religion themselves concern and
make it their business all, i. 48..The Sixteenth Night of the Month..So the friend turned to the sharper and said to him, 'O my lord, O such an one,
thou goest under a delusion. The purse is with me, for it was with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is innocent of it.' But the sharper
answered him with impatience and impetuosity, saying, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is with thee, O noble and trusty
man, I know that it is in the warrant of God and my heart is at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were with me; but I began by
demanding that which I deposited with this man, of my knowledge that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was confounded and put to
silence and returned not an answer; [and the] only [result of his interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand dinars..When the evening
evened, the king sat in his privy sitting-chamber and his mind was occupied with the story of the singer and the druggist. So he called the vizier and
bade him tell the story. "It is well," answered he, "They tell, O my lord, that.Woman (The Old), the Merchant and the King, i. 265..Meanwhile,
Isfehend the Vizier wrote a letter and despatched it to all the Amirs, acquainting them with that which had betided him with King Azadbekht and
how he had taken his daughter by force and adding, "And indeed he will do with you more than he hath done with me." When the letter reached the
chiefs [of the people and troops], they all assembled together to Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with him?" (96) So he discovered to them
the affair of his daughter and they all agreed, of one accord, that they should endeavour for the slaughter of the king and taking horse with their
troops, set out, intending for him. Azadbekht knew not [of their design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his capital city, when he said to his
wife Behrjaur, "How shall we do?" And she answered, saying, "Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment." So he let bring two swift horses
and bestrode one himself, whilst his wife mounted the other. Then they took what they might of gold and went forth, fleeing, in the night, to the
desert of Kerman; what while Isfehend entered the city and made himself king..Then they all four arose, laying wagers with one another, and went
forth, walking, from the palace-gate [and fared on] till they came in at the gate of the street in which Aboulhusn el Khelia dwelt. He saw them and
said to his wife Nuzhet el Fuad, "Verily, all that is sticky is not a pancake and not every time cometh the jar off safe. (38)' Meseemeth the old
woman hath gone and told her lady and acquainted her with our case and she hath disputed with Mesrour the eunuch and they have laid wagers
with one another about our death and are come to us, all four, the Khalif and the eunuch and the Lady Zubeideh and the old woman." When Nuzhet
el Fuad heard this, she started up from her lying posture and said, "How shall we do?" And he said, "We will both feign ourselves dead and stretch
ourselves out and hold our breath." So she hearkened unto him and they both lay down on the siesta[-carpet] and bound their feet and shut their
eyes and covered themselves with the veil and held their breath..Now the king of the Greeks heard tell of the damsel (132) and of the beauty and
grace wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart clave to her and he sent to seek her in marriage of Suleiman Shah, who could not refuse him.
So he arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O my daughter, the king of the Greeks hath sent to me to seek thee in marriage. What sayst
thou?' She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how canst thou find it in thy heart to bespeak me thus? Abideth there husband for me, after the son
of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is indeed as thou sayest; but let us look to the issues of affairs. Needs must I take account of
death, for that I am an old man and fear not but for thee and for thy little son; and indeed I have written to the king of the Greeks and others of the
kings and said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he [hath recovered and] is living, but concealed his affair. Now hath the king of the Greeks
sent to demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be refused and fain would we have our back strengthened with him." (133) And she was
silent and spoke not..? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above her is levelled" it be said, Of life and its continuance no jot indeed reck I..Unto me the whole
world's gladness is thy nearness and thy sight, iii. 15..? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dccccvi.Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er, i.
49..Thirteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 181..? ? ? ? ? Thine approof which shall clothe me in noblest attire And my rank in the eyes of the people
raise high..The folk of the quarter heard him and assembled under the window; and when he was ware of them, he opened the window and said to
them, "Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Every one in his own house doth what he will and none hindereth him; but we drink one poor day and ye
assemble and come, cuckoldy varlets that ye are! To-day, wine, and to-morrow [another] matter; and from hour to hour [cometh] relief." So they
laughed and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she was intoxicated, when she called to mind her lord and wept, and the old man said to her, "What
maketh thee weep, O my lady?" "O elder," replied she, "I am a lover and separated [from him I love]." Quoth he, "O my lady, what is this love?"
"And thou," asked she, "hast thou never been in love?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "never in all my life heard I of this thing, nor have I
ever known it! Is it of the sons of Adam or of the Jinn?" She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art even as those of whom the poet speaketh, when as
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he saith ..." And she repeated the following verses:.When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry him
back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".So he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him the answer; and he marvelled at
its justness and said to him, 'Go; by Allah, I will ask thee no more questions, for thou with thy skill marrest my foundation.' (233) Then he
entreated him friendly and the merchant acquainted him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth the vizier, 'Needs must the man of
understanding company with those of understanding.' Thus did this weak woman restore to that man his life and good on the easiest wise. Nor,"
added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the credulous husband.".? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dcxxvii.When the
prefect saw this, he said, "By Allah, the captain is excused!" Then my comrades came round about me and sprinkled water on my face, [till I came
to myself,] when I arose and accosting the Cadi, who was covered with confusion, said to him, "Thou seest that suspicion is fallen on thee, and
indeed this affair is no light matter, for that this woman's family will assuredly not sit down under her loss." Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and
he knew that the suspicion had reverted upon him, wherefore his colour paled and his limbs smote together; and he paid of his own money, after
the measure of that which he had lost, so we would hush up the matter for him. (106) Then we departed from him in peace, whilst I said in myself,
"Indeed, the woman deceived me not.".Death, The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his, i. 291..Therewith King Shah Bekht rejoiced with an
exceeding great joy and said, 'Praise be to God who hath delivered me from yonder man and hath preserved me from the loss of the kingship and
the cessation of prosperity from me!' So the affair of the vizier returned to order and well-being and the king restored him to his place and advanced
him in rank. Moreover, he assembled the folk who had missaid of him and destroyed them all, to the last man. And how like," continued the vizier,
"is this story unto that of myself and King Shah Bekht, with regard to that whereinto I am fallen of the changing of the king's heart and his giving
credence to others against me; but now is the righteousness of my dealing established in thine eyes, for that God the Most High hath inspired me
with wisdom and endowed thee with longanimity and patience [to hearken] from me unto that which He allotted unto those who had foregone us,
till He hath shown forth my innocence and made manifest unto thee the truth. For now the days are past, wherein it was avouched to the king that I
should endeavour for the destruction of my soul, (81) [to wit,] the month; and behold, the probation time is over and gone, and past is the season of
evil and ceased, by the king's good fortune." Then he bowed his head and was silent. (82).When it was the ninth day, the viziers [foregathered and]
said, one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and ensorcelleth him
with a story; so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took counsel together and were of accord
that they should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and said to her,
"Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and drinking and
diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he abideth on
life, the talk will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And they
answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am become a byword in the city,
and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be estopped from us.'".Presently a
villager passed by [the pit and finding] her [alive,] carried her to his house and tended her, [till she recovered]. Now, he had a son, and when the
young man saw her, he loved her and besought her of herself; but she refused and consented not to him, whereupon he redoubled in love and
longing and despite prompted him to suborn a youth of the people of his village and agree with him that he should come by night and take
somewhat from his father's house and that, when he was discovered, he should say that she was of accord with him in this and avouch that she was
his mistress and had been stoned on his account in the city. So he did this and coming by night to the villager's house, stole therefrom goods and
clothes; whereupon the old man awoke and seizing the thief, bound him fast and beat him, to make him confess. So he confessed against the
woman that she had prompted him to this and that he was her lover from the city. The news was bruited abroad and the people of the city
assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with whom she was, forbade them and said, 'I brought this woman hither, coveting the recompense
[of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that which is said of her and will not suffer any to hurt her.' Then he gave her a thousand dirhems, by way of
alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the thief, he was imprisoned for some days; after which the folk interceded for him with the old man,
saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he erred;' and he released him..? ? ? ? ? One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere For waiting long drawn out
and expectation drear..?STORY OF THE HAWK AND THE LOCUST..When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said, "Most like all they say of the
vizier is leasing and his innocence will appear, even as that of the pious woman appeared." Then he comforted the vizier's heart and bade him go to
his house..Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine, ii. 230..The Second Night of the Month.165. Ibrahim and Jemileh dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? 'Tis He
who pardoneth errors alike to slave and free; On Him is my reliance in good and evil cheer..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story liii.61. Abou
Nuwas with the three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid ccclxxxi.So he arose and taking his weaving gear, sold it and bought with the price
drugs and simples and wrought himself a carpet, with which they set out and journeyed to a certain village, where they took up their abode. Then
the man donned a physician's habit and fell to going round about the hamlets and villages and country parts; and he began to earn his living and
make gain. Their affairs prospered and their case was bettered; wherefore they praised God for their present ease and the village became to them a
home..? ? ? ? ? e. King Dadbin and his Viziers cccclv.? ? ? ? ? Now that the clouds have broken their promise to our hope, We trust the Khalif's
bounty will stand to us for rain. (65).One day, as he went wandering about the streets, he espied a woman of the utmost beauty and grace, and what
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he saw of her charms amazed him and there betided him what made him forget his present plight. She accosted him and jested with him and he
besought her of foregathering and companionship. She consented to this and said to him, 'Let us go to thy lodging.' With this he repented and was
perplexed concerning his affair and grieved for that which must escape him of her company by reason of the straitness of his hand, (261) for that he
had no jot of spending money. But he was ashamed to say, 'No,' after he had made suit to her; so he went on before her, bethinking him how he
should rid himself of her and casting about for an excuse which he might put off on her, and gave not over going from street to street, till he entered
one that had no issue and saw, at the farther end, a door, whereon was a padlock..So Iblis the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of
hearts! but thou owest me yet another song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to her to sing. Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the
following verses:.150. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcxcviii.Mariyeh folded the letter and gave it
to Shefikeh, bidding her carry it to El Abbas. So she took it and going with it to his door, would have entered; but the chamberlains and
serving-men forbade her, till they had gotten her leave from the prince. When she went in to him, she found him sitting in the midst of the five
damsels aforesaid, whom his father had brought him. So she gave him the letter and he took it and read it. Then he bade one of the damsels, whose
name was Khefifeh and who came from the land of China, tune her lute and sing upon the subject of separation. So she came forward and tuning
the lute, played thereon in four-and-twenty modes; after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Come, then,
companions mine, rejoice with me and say, "All hail to thee, O friend, and welcome fair and fain!".36. The Mock Khalif dxliii.Think not that I
forget our trothplight after you. Nay; God to me decreed remembrance heretofore. (202).140. Younus the Scribe and the Khalif Welid ben Sehl
dclxxxiv.Temam (Abou), Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..15. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love cccxxxii.Now this present was a cup of ruby, a
span high and a finger's length broad, full of fine pearls, each a mithcal (211) in weight and a bed covered with the skin of the serpent that
swalloweth the elephant, marked with spots, each the bigness of a dinar, whereon whoso sitteth shall never sicken; also an hundred thousand
mithcals of Indian aloes-wood and thirty grains of camphor, each the bigness of a pistachio-nut, and a slave-girl with her paraphernalia, a charming
creature, as she were the resplendent moon. Then the king took leave of me, commending me to the merchants and the captain of the ship, and I set
out, with that which was entrusted to my charge and my own good, and we ceased not to pass from island to island and from country to country, till
we came to Baghdad, when I entered my house and foregathered with my family and brethren..? ? ? ? ? Thou, thou enjoy'st repose and comfortable
sleep, Nor of the mis'ries reckst by which my heart is wried..So King Suleiman Shah made answer unto Caesar with 'Hearkening and obedience.'
Then he arose and despatched her to him, and Cassar went in to her and found her overpassing the description wherewithal they had described her
to him; wherefore he loved her with an exceeding love and preferred her over all his women and his love for Suleiman Shah was magnified; but
Shah Khatoun's heart still clave to her son and she could say nought. As for Suleiman Shah's rebellious son, Belehwan, when he saw that Shah
Khatoun had married the king of the Greeks, this was grievous to him and he despaired of her. Meanwhile, his father Suleiman Shah kept strait
watch over the child and cherished him and named him Melik Shah, after the name of his father. When he reached the age of ten, he made the folk
swear fealty to him and appointed him his heir apparent, and after some days, [the hour of] the old king's admission [to the mercy of God] drew
near and he died..So the vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily, this youth hath merited grievous punishment, after abundance of
bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever become sweet; but, as for the woman, I am certified that there is no
fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had taught the queen, which when Azadbekht heard, he rent his clothes and bade fetch
the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the king, who let bring the headsman, and the folk all fixed their eyes upon the youth, so
they might see what the king should do with him..King Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of, i. 150.Would God upon that bitterest day, when my
death calls for me, i. 47.Now over against the place in question was a host of enemies, hard of heart, and in this he purposed the youth's slaughter.
So he bade bring him forth of the underground dungeon and caused him draw near to him and saw his case. Then he bestowed on him a dress of
honour and the folk rejoiced in this. Moreover, he tied him an ensign (134) and giving him a numerous army, despatched him to the region
aforesaid, whither all who went were still slain or made prisoners. So Melik Shah betook himself thither with his army and when it was one of the
days, behold, the enemy fell in upon them in the night; whereupon some of his men fled and the rest the enemy took; and they took Melik Shah
also and cast him into an underground dungeon, with a company of his men. There he abode a whole year in evil plight, whilst his fellows mourned
over his beauty and grace..Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, ii. 204, 271..I marvelled at her words and
said to her, "What wouldst thou have me do?" And she answered, "O Captain Muin, I would have thee give me a helping hand." Quoth I, "What
have I to do with the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm?" And she said, "Know that I would not have thee intrude upon the Cadi's daughter, but I
would fain contrive for the attainment of my wishes.' This is my intent and my desire, and my design will not be accomplished but by thine aid."
Then said she, "I mean this night to go with a stout heart and hire me trinkets of price; then will I go and sit in the street wherein is the house of
Amin el Hukm; and when it is the season of the round and the folk are asleep, do thou pass, thou and those who are with thee of the police, and
thou wilt see me sitting and on me fine raiment and ornaments and wilt smell on me the odour of perfumes; whereupon do thou question me of my
case and I will say, 'I come from the Citadel and am of the daughters of the deputies (91) and I came down [into the town,] to do an occasion; but
the night overtook me at unawares and the Zuweyleh gate was shut against me and all the gates and I knew not whither I should go this night
Presently I saw this street and noting the goodliness of its ordinance and its cleanness, took shelter therein against break of day.' When I say this to
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thee with all assurance (92) the chief of the watch will have no suspicion of me, but will say, 'Needs must we leave her with one who will take care
of her till morning.' And do thou rejoin, 'It were most fitting that she pass the night with Amin el Hukm and lie with his family and children till the
morning.' Then do thou straightway knock at the Cadi's door, and thus shall I have gained admission into his house, without inconvenience, and
gotten my desire; and peace be on thee!" And I said to her, "By Allah, this is an easy matter.".? ? ? ? ? k. The Eleventh Officer's Story
dccccxxxviii.67. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant dcliii.Viziers, The Ten, i. 61..? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband Sift Dust
dcccclxxxvi.Abbas (El) and the King's Daughter of Baghdad, iii. 53..45. Ali Shir (230) and Zumurrud dlxix.Then she came down from the tree and
rent her clothes and said, 'O villain, if these be thy dealings with me before my eyes, how dost thou when thou art absent from me?' Quoth he,
'What aileth thee?' and she said, 'I saw thee swive the woman before my very eyes.' 'Not so, by Allah!' cried he. 'But hold thy peace till I go up and
see.' So he climbed the tree and no sooner did he begin to do so than up came the lover [from his hiding-place] and taking the woman by the legs,
[fell to swiving her]. When the husband came to the top of the tree, he looked and beheld a man swiving his wife. So he said, 'O strumpet, what
doings are these?' And he made haste to come down from the tree to the ground; [but meanwhile the lover had returned to his hiding- place] and his
wife said to him, 'What sawest thou?' 'I saw a man swive thee,' answered he; and she said, 'Thou liest; thou sawest nought and sayst this but of
conjecture.'.Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, iii. 191..One day he went forth to the chase and left Tuhfeh in her pavilion.
As she sat looking upon a book, with a candlestick of gold before her, wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a musk-apple fell down before her
from the top of the saloon. (190) So she looked up and beheld the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191) who saluted her and acquainted her with
herself, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my lady, were I not of the number of the upstarts, I had daily sought thy service; so do not
thou bereave me of thine august visits.' (192) The Lady Zubeideh called down blessings upon her and answered, 'By the life of the Commander of
the Faithful, I knew this of thee, and but that it is not of my wont to go forth of my place, I had come out to do my service to thee.' Then said she to
her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that the Commander of the Faithful hath forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine account, even to myself. Yea,
me also hath he deserted on this wise, and I am not content to be as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of them and forsaken me, and I am
come to thee, so thou mayst beseech him to come to me, though it be but once a month, that I may not be the like of the handmaids and concubines
nor be evened with the slave-girls; and this is my occasion with thee.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered Tuhfeh. 'By Allah, O my lady, I would
well that he might be with thee a whole month and with me but one night, so thy heart might be comforted, for that I am one of thy handmaids and
thou art my lady in every event.' The Lady Zubeideh thanked her for this and taking leave of her, returned to her palace..The Khalif assigned them
pensions and allowances and as for Noureddin, his father brought him those riches and his wealth waxed and his case was goodly, till he became
the richest of the folk of his time in Baghdad and left not the presence of the Commander of the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he was
vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah, and he ceased not to live the most delightsome of lives, he and she and his father and mother, a while of time,
till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore sickness and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High. After awhile, his mother died also and he carried
them forth and shrouded them and buried and made them expiations and nativities. (45) Then his children grew up and became like unto moons,
and he reared them in splendour and fondness, what while his wealth waxed and his case flourished. He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the
Commander of the Faithful, he and his children and his slave-girl Sitt el Milah, and they abode, he and they, in all solace of life and prosperity till
there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and extolled be the perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal! This
is all that hath come down to us of their story..On the morrow, he repaired to the druggist, who saluted him and came to meet him and rejoiced in
him and smiled in his face, deeming his wife innocent. Then he questioned him of his yesterday's case and he told him how he had fared, saying, 'O
my brother, when the cuckold knocked at the door, I would have entered the chest; but his wife forbade me and rolled me up in the rug. The man
entered and thought of nothing but the chest; so he broke it open and abode as he were a madman, going up and coming down. Then he went his
way and I came out and we abode on our wonted case till eventide, when she gave me this shirt of her husband's; and behold, I am going to
her.'.Now, as destiny would have it, a certain jeweller of the town had been robbed of ten pearls, like unto those which were with the merchant; so,
when he saw the two pearls in the broker's hand, he said to him, 'To whom do these pearls belong?' and the broker answered, 'To yonder man.' [The
jeweller looked at the merchant and] seeing him in sorry case and clad in tattered clothes, misdoubted of him and said to him (purposing to surprise
him into confession), 'Where are the other eight pearls?' The merchant thought he asked him of those which were in the gown and answered, 'The
thieves stole them from me.' When the jeweller heard his reply, he doubted not but that it was he who had taken his good; so he laid hold of him
and haling him before the chief of the police, said to him, 'This is the man who stole my pearls: I have found two of them upon him and he
confesseth to the other eight.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The Hawk and the Partridge cxlix.Now there was in the camp a wise woman, (11) and she questioned him
of the new-born child, if it was male or female. Quoth he, 'It is a girl;' and she said, 'She shall do whoredom with a hundred men and a journeyman
shall marry her and a spider shall slay her.' When the journeyman heard this, he returned upon his steps and going in to the woman, took the child
from her by wile and slit its paunch. Then he fled forth into the desert at a venture and abode in strangerhood what [while] God willed..So Aamir
took the water-skin and made for the water; but, when he came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when they saw him, they said
to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin, for that I am a
stranger man and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's camp." Then
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they took him and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of the Arabs art thou?"
Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil," answered Aamir.
When he named Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is thine errand with
Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my friend and I.".Then the old queen and her daughter and son-in-law embarked in the ship and setting
sail, fared on till they came to the land of Mekran. Their arrival there befell at the last of the day; so they passed the night in the ship, and when the
day was near to break, the young king went down from the ship, that he might go to the bath, and made for the market. As he drew near the bath,
the cook met him by the way and knew him; so he laid hands on him and binding his arms fast behind him, carried him to his house, where he
clapped the old shackles on his feet and straightway cast him back into his whilom place of duresse..128. The Ferryman of the Nile and the Hermit
cccclxxix.? ? ? ? ? "The glory's not in those whom raiment rich makes fair, But those who still adorn the raiment that they wear.".So saying, he left
him and went away, whereupon up came the three other sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass, and said to the money-changer, 'God requite thee
for us with good, for that thou hast bought him! How can we requite thee!' Quoth he, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' When they
heard this, they returned to the ass and fell again to examining him and handling him. Then said they to the money-changer, 'We were mistaken in
him. This is not the ass we sought and he is not worth more than half a score paras to us.' Then they left him and offered to go away, whereat the
money-changer was sore chagrined and cried out at their speech, saying, 'O folk, ye besought me to buy him for you and now I have bought him, ye
say, "We were deceived [in him], and he is not worth more than ten paras to us."' Quoth they, 'We supposed that in him was that which we desired;
but, behold, in him is the contrary of that which we want; and indeed he hath a default, for that he is short of back.' And they scoffed at him and
went away from him and dispersed..151. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo, a Sequel to the Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty dccviil.? ? ? ?
? Would he were not who sundered us upon the parting day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare?.Endeavour against
Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of, i. 70..So she gave him the lute and he forewent her, till he came to the house of easance, and behold,
therein was a door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis cheered her with discourse. Then he descended the stair and she
followed him to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on therein, till they came to a horse standing, Teady saddled and
bridled and accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;' and he held the stirrup for her. So she mounted and the horse
shook under her and putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by her side; whereat she was affrighted and clung to the pummel
of the saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow, fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof were a goodly robe, embroidered
with all manner colours..Then said Er Razi to El Merouzi, 'Come with me to my city, for that it is nearer [than thine].' So he went with him, and
when he came to his lodging, he said to his wife and household and neighbours, 'This is my brother, who hath been absent in the land of Khorassan
and is come back.' And he abode with him in all honour and worship three days' space. On the fourth day, Er Razi said to him, 'Know, O my
brother, that I purpose to do somewhat' 'What is it?' asked El Merouzi. Quoth the other, 'I mean to feign myself dead and do thou go to the market
and hire two porters and a bier. [Then come back and take me up and go round about the streets and markets with me and collect alms on my
account.] (34).Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed
and that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden
himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city. Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story,
and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and
nights, what while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the end of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in
wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from
that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up
their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that
his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my friend related to me.".? ? ? ? ? The approof of my lord, so my stress and
unease I may ban and mine enemies' malice defy,.9. The History of King Omar ben Ennuman and his Sons Sherkan and Zoulmekan xlv.? ? ? ? ? a.
The First Calender's Story xxxvii.?OF DESTINY OR THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN ON THE FOREHEAD..86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers
dclxxii.? ? ? ? ? I view her with yearning eyes and she seems to me A moon of the summer, set in a winter's night.."When I [returned from my sixth
voyage, I] forswore travel and renounced commerce, saying in myself, 'What hath befallen me sufficeth me.' So I abode at home and passed my
time in pleasance and delight, till, one day, as I sat at mine ease, plying the wine-cup [with my friends], there came a knocking at the door. The
doorkeeper opened and found without one of the Khalif's pages, who came in to me and said, 'The Commander of the Faithful biddeth thee to him.'
So I accompanied him to the presence of the Khalif and kissing the earth before him, saluted him. He bade me welcome and entreated me with
honour and said to me, 'O Sindbad, I have an occasion with thee, which I would have thee accomplish for me.' So I kissed his hand and said, 'O my
lord, what is the lord's occasion with the slave?' Quoth he, 'I would have thee go to the King of Serendib and carry him our letter and our present,
even as he sent us a present and a letter.'.53. King Kelyaad (231) of Hind and his Vizier Shimas dcix.Eighth Officer's Story, The, ii. 155..King
Ibrahim and his Son, Story of, i. 138..All this, O my brother,' continued the merchant, 'befell because the locust had no knowledge of the secret
essence that lieth hid in apparent bodies. As for thee, O my brother, (may God requite thee with good!) thou wast subtle in device and usedst
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precaution; but precaution sufficeth not against fate, and fortune fore-ordained baffleth contrivance. How excellent is the saying of the poet! And
he recited the following verses:.There was once a man hight Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he had a
fair wife, renowned for beauty and loveliness. A man of his townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty
fellow and full of tricks, and there was in his neighbourhood a learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and
admonished them [with moral instances]; and Khelbes was wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..? ? ?
? ? Yea, and black slaves he proffered me and slave-girls big with child And steeds of price, with splendid arms and trappings rich bedight..? ? ? ? ?
h. The Eighth Officer's Story dccccxxxv.? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant and his Sons ccccxliv.? ? ? ? ? Till in a robe of sandal green 'twas clad And veil
that blended rose and flame (216) in hue..They have shut out thy person from my sight, iii. 43..All this while the Khalif was diverting himself with
watching him and laughing, and at nightfall he bade one of the slave-girls drop a piece of henbane in the cup and give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So
she did as he bade her and gave Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had he drunken than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down,
senseless]. Therewith the Khalif came forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and calling to the servant who had brought Aboulhusn to the palace,
said to him, "Carry this fellow to his own place." So Mesrour took him up [and carrying him to his own house], set him down in the saloon. Then
he went forth from him and shutting the saloon-door upon him, returned to the Khalif, who slept till the morrow..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Behold, my
loved ones all are ta'en from me away..? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dcccclxxxiv.119. The Shipwrecked Woman and her Child
cccclxvi.Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the, iii. 199..?THE FOURTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Know, then, the woes that have
befall'n a lover, neither grudge Her secret to conceal, but keep her counsel still, I pray..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor
cclxix.So each of them fared on with that which was with him and gave not over going till they met in one of the inns (33) and each complained to
the other of that which he had abidden of travel [in quest of custom] and of the lack of demand for his wares. Now each of them had it in mind to
cheat his fellow; so El Merouzi said to Er Razi, 'Wilt thou sell me that?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the other continued, 'And wilt thou buy that which
is with me?' Er Razi assented; so they agreed upon this and each of them sold his fellow that which was with him [in exchange for the other's
ware]; after which they bade each other farewell and parted. As soon as they were out of each other's sight, they examined their loads, to see what
was therein, and one of them found that he had a load of sheep's dung and the other that he had a load of goat's dung; whereupon each of them
turned back in quest of his fellow. They met in the inn aforesaid and laughed at each other and cancelling their bargain, agreed to enter into
partnership and that all that they had of money and other good should be in common between them, share and share alike..? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid
a slave forget his liege lord's love! And how Of all things in the world should I forget the love of thee?.How long shall I thus question my heart
that's drowned in woe? iii. 42..When the prince came before him, he sought of him his daughter in marriage, and the king said, 'Indeed, thou art her
equal, but none dare name a man to her, because of her aversion to men.' So the prince pitched his tents under the windows of the princess's palace,
till one day he got hold of one of her favourite slave-girls and gave her wealth galore. Quoth she to him, 'Hast thou a wish?' 'Yes,' answered he and
acquainted her with his case; and she said, 'Indeed thou puttest thyself in peril.' Then he abode, flattering himself with false hopes, till all that he
had with him was gone and the servants fled from him; whereupon quoth he to one in whom he trusted, 'I am minded to go to my country and fetch
what may suffice me and return hither.' And the other answered, 'It is for thee to decide.' So they set out to return, but the way was long to them and
all that the prince had with him was spent and his company died and there abode but one with him, on whom he loaded what remained of the
victual and they left the rest and fared on. Then there came out a lion and ate the servant, and the prince abode alone. He went on, till his beast
stood still, whereupon he left her and fared on afoot till his feet swelled..'Know, then,' said the merchant, 'that I am a man from the land of China
and was in my youth well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made no account of womankind, one and all, but followed after boys, and one night I
saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up, and it was said by it, "This is the portion of such an one." Presently, I heard my own name; so I looked
and beheld a woman of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I awoke in affright and said, "I will never marry, lest haply this loathly woman fall to my
lot." Then I set out for this city with merchandise and the voyage was pleasant to me and the sojourn here, so that I took up my abode here awhile
and got me friends and factors, till I had sold all my merchandise and taken its price and there was left me nothing to occupy me till the folk (212)
should depart and depart with them..Advantages of Patience, Of the, i. 89..? ? ? ? ? What is there in the tents? Their burdens are become A lover's,
whose belov'd is in the litters' shrined..14. Khelif the Fisherman (227) cccxxi.So El Merouzi went away and the other turned to his wife and said to
her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take the half of it; but this shall never be, for that my mind hath been
changed against him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It
is well,' answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and do thou cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the
folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me;
and have no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.Then he took my clothes and
washed them and dried them, and put them on me; after which he said to me, "Get thee gone to thy house." So I returned to my house and he
accompanied me, till I came thither, when he said to me, "May God not forsake thee! I am thy friend [such an one, who used to take of thee goods
on credit,] and I am beholden to thee for kindness; but henceforward thou wilt never see me more."'.But she said, 'There is a thing wherewith we
will make her confess, and all that is in her heart shall be discovered to thee.' 'What is that?' asked the king, and she answered, 'I will bring thee a
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hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she sleepeth, do thou lay upon her heart and question her of all thou wilt, and she will discover this unto thee
and show forth the truth to thee." The king rejoiced in this and said to his nurse, 'Hasten and let none know of thee.' So she arose and going in to the
queen, said to her, 'I have done thine occasion and it is on this wise. This night the king will come in to thee and do thou feign thyself asleep; and if
he ask thee of aught, do thou answer him, as if in thy sleep.' The queen thanked her and the old woman went away and fetching the hoopoe's heart,
gave it to the king..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, Your camel-leader to parting had summoned you in vain!.52.
Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister dcvi.So saying, he took leave of the woman and her husband and set out, intending for Akil, his
father's brother's son. Now there was between Baghdad and Akil's abiding-place forty days' journey; so El Abbas settled himself on the back of his
courser and his servant Aamir mounted also and they fared forth on their way. Presently, El Abbas turned right and left and recited the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The Physician Douban xi.Then he called Sitt el Milah and said to her, "The house [wherein thou lodgest] and that which is
therein Is a guerdon [from me] to thy lord. So do thou take him and depart with him in the safeguard of God the Most High; but absent not
yourselves from our presence." [So she went forth with Noureddin and] when she came to the house, she found that the Commander of the Faithful
had sent them gifts galore and abundance of good things. As for Noureddin, he sent for his father and mother and appointed him agents and factors
in the city of Damascus, to take the rent of the houses and gardens and khans and baths; and they occupied themselves with collecting that which
accrued to him and sending it to him every year. Meanwhile, his father and mother came to him, with that which they had of monies and treasures
and merchandise, and foregathering with their son, saw that he was become of the chief officers of the Commander of the Faithful and of the
number of his session-mates and entertainers, wherefore they rejoiced in reunion with him and he also rejoiced in them..When they came to
themselves, they wept awhile and the folk assembled about them, marvelling at that which they saw, and questioned them of their case. So the
young men vied with each other who should be the first to discover the story to the folk; and when the Magian saw this, he came up, crying out,
'Alas!' and 'Woe worth the day!' and said to them, 'Why have ye broken open my chest? I had in it jewels and ye have stolen them, and this damsel
is my slave-girl and she hath agreed with you upon a device to take the good.' Then he rent his clothes and called aloud for succour, saying, 'I
appeal to God and to the just king, so he may quit me of these wrong-doing youths!' Quoth they, 'This is our mother and thou stolest her.' Then
words waxed many between them and the folk plunged into talk and prate and discussion concerning their affair and that of the [pretended]
slave-girl, and the strife waxed amain between them, so that [at last] they carried them up to the king..163. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah
the Merman dccccxl.Quoth Selim to her, 'It is for thee to decide and excellent is that which thou counsellest; so let us do this, in the name of God
the Most High, trusting in Him for grace and guidance.' So they arose and took the richest of their clothes and the lightest of that which was in their
treasuries of jewels and things of price and gathered together a great matter. Then they equipped them ten mules and hired them servants of other
than the people of the country; and Selim bade his sister Selma don man's apparel. Now she was the likest of all creatures to him, so that, [when she
was clad in man's attire,] the folk knew no difference between them, extolled be the perfection of Him who hath no like, there is no God but He!
Then he bade her mount a horse, whilst he himself bestrode another, and they set out, under cover of the night. None of their family nor of the
people of their house knew of them; so they fared on into the wide world of God and gave not over going night and day two months' space, at the
end of which time they came to a city on the sea-shore of the land of Mekran, by name Es Sherr, and it is the first city in Sind..A friend of mine
once invited me to an entertainment; so I went with him, and when we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he said to me, "This is a
blessed day and a day of gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with us and deny (124) us
not, for that thou hast been used to hearken unto those who occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their talk happened upon the
like of this subject. (126) Presently, my friend, who had invited me, arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to me and I will tell you of
an adventure that happened to me. There was a certain man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he me, nor ever in his life had
he seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me, without acquaintance or
intermediary between me and him, [and I would give him what he sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode thus between us a long while, till
he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or less..When King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for her and affection
and said to her, 'Do what thou wilt.' So he let bring a litter and carrying her therein to his dwelling-place, married her and entreated her with the
utmost honour. Then he sent a great army to King Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring them before him,
unknowing what he purposed with them. Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered therein and
let down the curtain before herself. When the servants had set their seats and they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain and
said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it befitteth not that thou sit in the like of this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When the vizier heard
these words, his heart quaked and his joints were loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him who hath
made thee stand in this place of standing [up to judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say what prompted
thee to lie against me and cause me go forth from my house and from the hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a man, (117) a
true believer, and slay him. This is no place wherein leasing availeth nor may prevarication be therein.'.Now he feared [to return to the pot then and
there], lest the idiot should follow him to the place and find nothing and so his plan be marred. So he said to him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee
come to my lodging and eat bread with me." So the idiot went with him to his lodging and he seated him there and going to the market, sold
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somewhat of his clothes and pawned somewhat from his house and bought dainty food. Then he betook himself to the ruin and replacing the money
in the pot, buried it again; after which he returned to his lodging and gave the idiot to eat and drink, and they went out together. The sharper went
away and hid himself, lest the idiot should see him, whilst the latter repaired to his hiding- place and took the pot.Then he arose and going in to his
daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject unto (122) thy
commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the
King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the King! Verily, the
occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions
accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben
Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide."
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