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"O king," answered the youth, "I hope for succour only from God, not from created beings: if He aid me, none can avail to harm me, and if He be
with me and on my side, because of the truth, who is it I shall fear, because of falsehood? Indeed, I have made my intent with God a pure and
sincere intent and have severed my expectation from the help of the creature; and whoso seeketh help [of God] findeth of his desire that which
Bekhtzeman found." Quoth the king, "Who was Bekhtzeman and what is his story?" "O king," replied the youth,.? ? ? ? ? Whilere, the verses that I
made it was thy wont to flout, Saying, "No passer by the way (105) hath part in me or mine..Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against
Persistent, i 70..? ? ? ? ? The hands of noble folk do tend me publicly; With waters clear and sweet my thirsting tongue they ply..Therewith the king
was filled with wrath and said, "Bring him forthright," So they brought the youth before him, shackled, and the king said to him, "Out on thee!
Thou hast sinned a great sin and the time of thy life hath been long; (112) but needs must we put thee to death, for that there is for us no ease in thy
life after this," "O king," answered he, "know that I, by Allah, am guiltless, and by reason of this I hope for life, for that he who is guiltless of
offence goeth not in fear of punishment neither maketh great his mourning and his concern; but whoso hath sinned, needs must his sin be expiated
upon him, though his life be prolonged, and it shall overtake him, even as it overtook Dadbin the king and his vizier." "How was that?" asked
Azadbekht, and the youth said,.? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the dwellings of my love, Greet him for me with peace, a greeting debonair,.Now
the merchant's wife aforesaid, who was the nurse of the king's daughter, was watching him from a window, unknown of him, and [when she heard
his verses], she knew that there hung some rare story by him; so she went in to him and said, "Peace be on thee, O afflicted one, who acquaintest
not physician with thy case! Verily, thou exposest thyself unto grievous peril! I conjure thee by the virtue of Him who hath afflicted thee and
stricken thee with the constraint of love-liking, that thou acquaint me with thine affair and discover to me the truth of thy secret; for that indeed I
have heard from thee verses that trouble the wit and dissolve the body." So he acquainted her with his case and enjoined her to secrecy, whereof
she consented unto him, saying, "What shall be the recompense of whoso goeth with thy letter and bringeth thee an answer thereto?" He bowed his
head for shamefastness before her [and was silent]; and she said to him, "Raise thy head and give me thy letter." So he gave her the letter and she
took it and carrying it to the princess, said to her, "Read this letter and give me the answer thereto.".Then the eunuchs went forth, that they might
perfume the bath [for the use of the brides]; so they essenced it with rose-water and willow-flower-water and bladders of musk and fumigated it
with Cakili (191) aloes-wood and ambergris. Then Shehrzad entered, she and her sister Dinarzad, and they cleansed their heads and clipped their
hair. When they came forth of the bath, they donned raiment and ornaments, [such as were] prepared for the kings of the Chosroes; and among
Shehrzad's apparel was a dress charactered with red gold and wroughten with semblants of birds and beasts. Moreover, they both encircled their
necks with necklaces of jewels of price, in the like whereof Iskender (192) rejoiced not, for therein were great jewels such as amazed the wit and
the eye, and the thought was bewildered at their charms, for indeed, each of them was brighter than the sun and the moon. Before them they kindled
lighted flambeaux in torch-holders of gold, but their faces outshone the flambeaux, for that they had eyes sharper than drawn swords and the lashes
of their eyelids ensorcelled all hearts. Their cheeks were rosy and their necks and shapes swayed gracefully and their eyes wantoned. And the
slave-girls came to meet them with instruments of music..? ? ? ? ? But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen Wild cattle's eyes and
antelopes' tresses of sable sheen..Then they spread him a prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now he knew not how to pray and gave not over bowing and
prostrating himself, [till he had prayed the prayers] of twenty inclinations, (21) pondering in himself the while and saying, "By Allah, I am none
other than the Commander of the Faithful in very sooth! This is assuredly no dream, for all these things happen not in a dream." And he was
convinced and determined in himself that he was Commander of the Faithful; so he pronounced the Salutation (22) and made an end (23) of his
prayers; whereupon the slaves and slave-girls came round about him with parcels of silk and stuffs (24) and clad him in the habit of the Khalifate
and gave him the royal dagger in his hand. Then the chief eunuch went out before him and the little white slaves behind him, and they ceased not
[going] till they raised the curtain and brought him into the hall of judgment and the throne-room of the Khalifate. There he saw the curtains and
the forty doors and El Ijli and Er Recashi (25) and Ibdan and Jedim and Abou Ishac (26) the boon-companions and beheld swords drawn and lions
(27) encompassing [the throne] and gilded glaives and death-dealing bows and Persians and Arabs and Turks and Medes and folk and peoples and
Amirs and viziers and captains and grandees and officers of state and men of war, and indeed there appeared the puissance of the house of Abbas
(28) and the majesty of the family of the Prophet..Thief and the Woman, The, i. 278.Full many a man incited me to infidelity, i. 205..? ? ? ? ? h.
The Eighth Officer's Story dccccxxxv.ER RESHID AND THE BARMECIDES. (152).Then the Khalif took him into his especial favour and
married him and bestowed largesse on him and lodged him with himself in the palace and made him of the chief of his boon-companions, and
indeed he was preferred with him above them and the Khalif advanced him over them all. Now they were ten in number, to wit, El Ijli and Er
Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es Seker and Omar et Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac en Nedim and
Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that is told in other than this book. And indeed Aboulhusn became high in honour with
the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and married the latter's treasuress, whose name was
Nuzhet el Fuad..The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she took the lute and
touching it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure 'tis praiseworthy; Yea, and its issues evermore are
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blessed and benign;.? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and
kindnesses kindness entail..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not, who sundered us upon the parting-day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone
laid bare!.Death, The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his, i. 291..? ? ? ? ? My kinsmen and my friends for thee I did forsake And left them
weeping tears that poured as 'twere a tide..? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, Thou wast removed from
mine eye, yet still wast by my side..7. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelis xxxiv.Presently, it chanced that an enemy attacked King
Khedidan; so he sent out his troops to him and made Bekhtzeman head of the army. Then they went forth to the field and Khedidan also came forth
and ranged his troops and took the spear and sallied out in person and fought a sore battle and overcame his enemy, who fled, he and his troops,
ignominiously. When the king and his army returned in triumph, Bekhtzeman said to him, 'Harkye, O king! Meseemeth this is a strange thing of
thee that thou art compassed about with this vast army, yet dost thou apply thyself in person to battle and adventurest thyself.' Quoth the king, 'Dost
thou call thyself a cavalier and a man of learning and deemest that victory is in abundance of troops?' 'Ay,' answered Bekhtzeman; 'that is indeed
my belief.' And Khedidan said, 'By Allah, then, thou errest in this thy belief! Woe and again woe to him whose trust is in other than God! Indeed,
this army is appointed only for adornment and majesty, and victory is from God alone. I too, O Bekhtzeman, believed aforetime that victory was in
the multitude of men, and an enemy came out against me with eight hundred men, whilst I had eight hundred thousand. I trusted in the number of
my troops, whilst mine enemy trusted in God; so he defeated me and routed me and I was put to a shameful flight and hid myself in one of the
mountains, where I met with a recluse, [who had] withdrawn [himself from the world]. So I joined myself to him and complained to him of my
case and acquainted him with all that had befallen me. Quoth he, "Knowest thou why this befell thee and thou wast defeated?" "I know not,"
answered I, and he said, "Because thou puttest thy trust in the multitude of thy troops and reliedst not upon God the Most High. Hadst thou put thy
trust in God and believed in Him that it is He [alone] who advantageth and endamageth thee, thine enemy had not availed to cope with thee. Return
unto God." So I returned to myself and repented at the hands of the solitary, who said to me, "Turn back with what remaineth to thee of troops and
confront thine enemies, for, if their intents be changed from God, thou wilt overcome them, wert thou alone." When I heard these words, I put my
trust in God the Most High, and gathering together those who remained with me, fell upon mine enemies at unawares in the night. They deemed us
many and fled on the shamefullest wise, whereupon I entered my city and repossessed myself of my place by the might of God the Most High, and
now I fight not but [trusting] in His aid.'.The folk flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching the play, and they called the bystanders to
witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and procrastinated with him awhile; and the
merchant won and took of him the hundred dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?" And the other answered, "O youth, I will
not play again, except it be for a thousand dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will match thy stake with the like thereof." So the
merchant brought out a thousand dinars and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with
him ere he beat him in the square of the elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten him four times and won of him four thousand
dinars..Now, when the draper saw the turban-cloth, he resolved to put away his wife and waited but till he should get together that which was
obligatory on him of the dowry and what not else, (56) for fear of her people. When the old woman arose in the morning, she took the young man
and carried him to the draper's house. The wife opened the door to her and the ill-omened old woman entered with him and said to the lady, "Go,
fetch that which thou wouldst have fine-drawn and give it to my son." So saying, she locked the door on her, whereupon the young man forced her
and did his occasion of her and went forth. Then said the old woman to her, "Know that this is my son and that he loved thee with an exceeding
love and was like to lose his life for longing after thee. So I practised on thee with this device and came to thee with this turban-cloth, which is not
thy husband's, but my son's. Now have I accomplished my desire; so do thou trust in me and I will put a trick on thy husband for the setting thee
right with him, and thou wilt be obedient to me and to him and to my son." (57) And the wife answered, saying, "It is well. Do so.".When the queen
heard the last of the talk, she said to the cook, 'The judgment between you shall not be but in accordance with justice.' Then she dismissed all those
who were present and turning to her brother, said to him, 'Indeed thy soothfastness is established with me and the truth of thy speech, and praised
be God who hath brought about union between thee and thy wife! So now begone with her to thy country and leave [seeking] thy sister Selma and
depart in peace.' But Selim answered, saying, 'By Allah, by the virtue of the All-knowing King, I will not turn back from seeking my sister till I die
or find her, if it please God the Most High!' Then he called his sister to mind and broke out with the following verses from a heart endolored,
afflicted, disappointed, saying:.The old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a chair of gold beside the throne, whilst she was
amazed at that which she saw in that place and magnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and hallowed Him. Then the
kings of the Jinn came up to the throne and seated themselves thereon; and they were in the semblance of mortals, excepting two of them, who
were in the semblance of the Jinn, with eyes slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this there came up a young lady, fair of
favour and pleasant of parts; the light of her face outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three women, than whom there were no
fairer on the face of the earth. They saluted Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them; whereupon they embraced her and sat
down on the chairs aforesaid..?THE KING'S SON WHO FELL IN LOVE WITH THE PICTURE..Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still
with me didst bide, iii. 46..Azadbekht and his Son, History of King, i. 61.Then he returned to the youth and said to him, 'Arise and come to the
bath.' And he fell to shampooing his hands and feet, whilst the youth called down blessings on him and said, 'O my lord, who art thou? Methinks
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there is not in the world the like of thee, no, nor a pleasanter than thy composition.' Then each of them acquainted the other with his case and
condition and they went to the bath; after which the master of the house conjured the young merchant to return with him and summoned his friends.
So they ate and drank and he related to them the story, wherefore they praised the master of the house and glorified him; and their friendship was
complete, what while the young merchant abode in the town, till God vouchsafed him a commodity of travel, whereupon they took leave of him
and he departed; and this is the end of his story. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this more marvellous than the story of the rich man
who lost his wealth and his wit.".There was once, in the city of Baghdad, a man, [by name El Merouzi,] (30) who was a sharper and plagued (31)
the folk with his knavish tricks, and he was renowned in all quarters [for roguery]. [He went out one day], carrying a load of sheep's dung, and took
an oath that he would not return to his lodging till he had sold it at the price of raisins. Now there was in another city a second sharper, [by name Er
Razi,] (32) one of its people, who [went out the same day], bearing a load of goat's dung, which he had sworn that he would not sell but at the price
of dried figs..Credulous Husband, The, i. 270..Next morning, the old woman said to him, 'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou arise and kiss her
hand and say to her, "I am a strange man and indeed cold and hunger slay me;" so haply she may give thee somewhat that thou mayst expend upon
thy case.' And he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she took him by the hand and carrying him without her house, seated him at the
door. As he sat, behold, the lady came up to him, whereupon the old woman rose to her and Selim kissed her hand and offered up prayers for her.
Then he looked on her and when he saw her, he knew her for his wife; so he cried out and wept and groaned and lamented; whereupon she came up
to him and cast herself upon him; for indeed she knew him with all knowledge, even as he knew her. So she laid hold of him and embraced him and
called to her serving-men and attendants and those who were about her; and they took him up and carried him forth of that place..? ? ? ? ? In every
halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead with Jacob's grief (18) is pined..10. Women's Craft cxcv-cc.? ? ? ? ? g. The
Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxix.Disciple's Story, The, i. 283..The kings and all those who were present rejoiced in this with an
exceeding delight and the accursed Iblis came up to Tuhfeh and kissing her hand, said to her, 'There abideth but little of the night; so do thou tarry
with us till the morrow, when we will apply ourselves to the wedding (203) and the circumcision.' Then all the Jinn went away, whereupon Tuhfeh
rose to her feet and Iblis said, 'Go ye up with Tuhfeh to the garden for the rest of the night.' So Kemeriyeh took her and carried her into the garden.
Now this garden contained all manner birds, nightingale and mocking-bird and ringdove and curlew (204) and other than these of all the kinds, and
therein were all kinds of fruits. Its channels (205) were of gold and silver and the water thereof, as it broke forth of its conduits, was like unto
fleeing serpents' bellies, and indeed it was as it were the Garden of Eden. (206).? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant life for loss of friends is troubled
aye..Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and
safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for that God
(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her
mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her
dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed
in her heart..Then they returned to Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress. They clad her in a dress of surpassing goodliness, and veiled her
face to the eyes with her hair. Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was even as saith of her one of her describers in the following
verses:.When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away. So they sprinkled on her
rose-water, mingled with musk, and willow-flower water; and when she came to herself, Er Reshid said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is not fair
dealing in thee. We love thee and thou lovest another." "O Commander of the Faithful," answered she, "there is no help for it." Therewithal he was
wroth with her and said, "By the virtue of Hemzeh (19) and Akil (20) and Mohammed, Prince of the Apostles, if thou name one other than I in my
presence, I will bid strike off thy head!" Then he bade return her to her chamber, whilst she wept and recited the following verses:.When Hafizeh
had made an end of her song, El Abbas said to her, "Well done! Indeed, thou quickenest hearts from sorrows." Then he called another damsel of the
daughters of the Medes, by name Merjaneh, and said to her, "O Merjaneh, sing to me upon the days of separation." "Hearkening and obedience,"
answered she and improvising, sang the following verses:.On this wise I abode a while of time, every day shooting an elephant, whereupon my
master came and carried it away, till, one day, as I sat hidden in the tree, there came up elephants without number, roaring and trumpeting, so that
meseemed the earth trembled for the din. They all made for the tree whereon I was and the girth whereof was fifty cubits, and compassed it about.
Then a huge elephant came up to the tree and winding his trunk about it, tugged at it, till he plucked it up by the roots and cast it to the ground. I
fell among the elephants, and the great elephant, coming up to me, as I lay aswoon for affright, wound his trunk about me and tossing me on to his
back, made off with me, accompanied by the others; nor did he leave faring on with me, and I absent from the world, till he brought me to a certain
place and casting me down from off his back, went away, followed by the rest. I lay there awhile, till my trouble subsided and my senses returned
to me, when I sat up, deeming myself in a dream, and found myself on a great hill, stretching far and wide and all of elephants' bones. So I knew
that this was their burial-place and that they had brought me thither on account of the bones..?STORY OF SELIM AND SELMA..? ? ? ? ? d. The
Fourth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.When Galen saw what appeared to him of the [mock] physician's incapacity, he turned to his disciples and pupils
and bade them fetch the other, with all his gear and drugs. So they brought him into his presence on the speediest wise, and when Galen saw him
before him, he said to him, 'Knowest thou me?' ' No,' answered the other, 'nor did I ever set eyes on thee before this day.' Quoth the sage, 'Dost thou
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know Galen?' And the weaver said, 'No.' Then said Galen, 'What prompted thee to that which thou dost?' So he related to him his story and gave
him to know of the dowry and the obligation by which he was bound with regard to his wife, whereat Galen marvelled and certified himself of the
matter of the dower..It is related that Ibn es Semmak (162) went in one day to Er Reshid and the Khalif, being athirst, called for drink. So his cup
was brought him, and when he took it, Ibn es Semmak said to him, "Softly, O Commander of the Faithful! If thou wert denied this draught, with
what wouldst thou buy it?" "With the half of my kingdom," answered the Khalif; and Ibn es Semmak said, "Drink and God prosper it to thee!"
Then, when he had drunken, he said to him, "If thou wert denied the going forth of the draught from thy body, with what wouldst thou buy its
issue?" "With the whole of my kingdom," answered Er Reshid: and Ibn es Semmak said, "O Commander of the Faithful, verily, a kingdom that
weigheth not in the balance against a draught [of water] or a voiding of urine is not worth the striving for." And Haroun wept..127. The Justice of
Providence cccclxxviii.Then he stripped him of his clothes and clapping on his neck a heavy chain, bound him to a high lattice and fell to drubbing
him two bouts a day and two anights; and on this wise he abode the space of ten days. Then his mother came to him and said, "O my son, O
Aboulhusn, return to thy reason, for this is the Devil's doing." Quoth he, "Thou sayst sooth, O my mother, and bear thou witness of me that I repent
[and forswear] that talk and turn from my madness. So do thou deliver me, for I am nigh upon death." So his mother went out to the superintendant
and procured his release and he returned to his own house..How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? iii. 42..? ? ? ? ? Yea,
wonder-words I read therein, my trouble that increased And caused emaciation wear my body to a shred..? ? ? ? ? I'm the keeper of the promise and
the troth, And my gathering is eath, without impede..? ? ? ? ? Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, Whenas ye came, dispelling the
gloom that whiles it wore..O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say, iii. 36..9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.The
absent ones' harbinger came us unto, iii. 153..? ? ? ? ? s. The Journeyman and the Girl dccccix.When the king heard this, his mind was occupied
[with the story he had heard and that which the vizier promised him], and he bade the latter depart to his own house..The Fourth Night of the
Month..? ? ? ? ? When from your land the breeze I scent that cometh, as I were A reveller bemused with wine, to lose my wits I'm fain..Now there
was in his neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of surpassing beauty and loveliness, and the youth became enamoured of her and
suffered grief and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so that he was like to perish for passion; and she also loved him with a love yet
greater than his love for her. So she called an old woman who used to visit her and acquainted her with her case, saying, 'An I foregather not with
him, I shall die.' The old woman promised her that she would do her endeavour to bring her to her desire; so she veiled herself and repairing to the
young man, saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case, saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do thou invite him [to thy lodging] and
tempt him with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "is it with thee. If God have written
aught on my forehead, needs must it befall me and my speech to the king shall not profit me, no, nor my adducing to him of [illustrative] instances,
against the fore-ordinance of God. So with these viziers, for all their eagerness and endeavour for my destruction, this shall not profit them; for, if
God [be minded to] save me, He will give me the victory over them.".50. El Melik en Nasir and the Three Masters of Police dciii.Then they
brought the raft before him and I said to him, 'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I and all my good.' He looked at the raft and seeing therein jacinths and
emeralds and crude ambergris, the like whereof was not in his treasuries, marvelled and was amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid
that we should covet that which God the Most High hath vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to further thee on thy return to thine own
country.' So I called down blessings on him and thanked him. Then he signed to one of his attendants, who took me and established me in a goodly
lodging, and the king assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait on me. And every day I used to go in to him and he entertained me and
entreated me friendly and delighted in my converse; and as often as our assembly broke up, I went out and walked about the town and the island,
diverting myself by viewing them..Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Tuhfet el Culoub and Haroun er
Reshid dccccxlii.? ? ? ? ? And scatter musk on him and ambergris, so long As time endures; for this is all my wish and care..? ? ? ? ? Fain, fain
would I forget thy love. Alack, my heart denies To be consoled, and 'gainst thy wrath nought standeth me in stead..53. King Kelyaad (231) of Hind
and his Vizier Shimas dcix.? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.Baghdad, El Abbas and the King's Daughter of, iii. 53..? ?
? ? ? b. The Controller's Story xxvii.Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of King, i. 150..? ? ? ? ? w. The Fox and the Folk (235) M.The
Twenty-First Night of the Month..When the merchants saw him, they accosted him and said, "O youth, wilt thou not open thy shop?" As they were
bespeaking him, up came a woman, having with her a boy, bareheaded, and [stood] looking at El Abbas, till he turned to her, when she said to him,
"O youth, I conjure thee by Allah, look at this boy and have pity on him, for that his father hath forgotten his cap in the shop [he lost to thee]; so if
thou will well to give it to him, thy reward be with God! For indeed the child maketh our hearts ache with his much weeping, and God be witness
for us that, were there left us aught wherewithal to buy him a cap in its stead, we had not sought it of thee." "O adornment of womankind," replied
El Abbas, "indeed, thou bespeakest me with thy fair speech and supplicatest me with thy goodly words ...But bring me thy husband." So she went
and fetched the merchant, whilst the folk assembled to see what El Abbas would do. When the man came, he returned him the gold he had won of
him, all and part, and delivered him the keys of the shop, saying, "Requite us with thy pious prayers."Therewithal the woman came up to him and
kissed his feet, and on like wise did the merchant her husband; and all who were present blessed him, and there was no talk but of El Abbas..? ? ? ?
? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.Sharpers, The Money-Changer and the Ass, The, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? If I must die, then
welcome death to heal My woes; 'twere lighter than the pangs I feel..Then they told the damsel, who came forth and looked upon him and knew
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him not. But he knew her; so he bowed his head and wept. She was moved to compassion for him and gave him somewhat and returned to her
place, whilst the youth returned with the stewardess to the chamberlain and told him that she was in the king's house, whereat he was chagrined and
said, 'By Allah, I will assuredly contrive a device for her and deliver her!' Whereupon the youth kissed his hands and feet. Then he turned to the old
woman and bade her change her apparel and her favour. Now this old woman was goodly of speech and nimble of wit; so he gave her costly and
delicious perfumes and said to her, 'Get thee to the king's slave girls and sell them these [perfumes] and make thy way to the damsel and question
her if she desire her master or not.' So the old woman went out and making her way to the palace, went in to the damsel and drew near her and
recited the following verses:.Quoth Omar, "O Jerir, keep the fear of God before thine eyes and say nought but the truth." And Jerir recited the
following verses:.?STORY OF THE THIEF AND THE WOMAN..Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight, iii. 86..So we
went with him till he came to the place where my slave had buried the money and dug there and brought it out; whereat I marvelled with the utmost
wonder and we carried it to the prefect's house. When the latter saw the money, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me a dress of
honour. Then he restored the money straightway to the Sultan and we left the youth in prison; whilst I said to my slave who had taken the money,
"Did yonder young man see thee, what time thou buriedst the money?" "No, by the Great God!" answered he. So I went in to the young man, the
prisoner, and plied him with wine till he recovered, when I said to him, "Tell me how thou stolest the money." "By Allah," answered he, "I stole it
not, nor did I ever set eyes on it till I brought it forth of the earth!" Quoth I, "How so?" And he said, "Know that the cause of my falling into your
hands was my mother's imprecation against me; for that I evil entreated her yesternight and beat her and she said to me, 'By Allah, O my son, God
shall assuredly deliver thee into the hand of the oppressor!' Now she is a pious woman. So I went out forthright and thou sawest me in the way and
didst that which thou didst; and when beating was prolonged on me, my senses failed me and I heard one saying to me, 'Fetch it.' So I said to you
what I said and he (145) guided me till I came to the place and there befell what befell of the bringing out of the money.".88. The Thief turned
Merchant and the other Thief cccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, My longing waxed and pain and
woe redoubled on my head..31. The Scavenger and the Noble Lady of Baghdad cclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? To whom save thee shall I complain, of whom
relief implore, Whose image came to visit me, what while in dreams I lay?.So he returned to his mother (and indeed his spirit was broken), and
related to her that which had happened to him and what had betided him from his friends, how they, had neither shared with him nor requited him
with speech. "O Aboulhusn," answered she, "on this wise are the sons (5)of this time: if thou have aught, they make much of thee, (6) and if thou
have nought, they put thee away [from them]." And she went on to condole with him, what while he bewailed himself and his tears flowed and he
repeated the following verses:.Haste not to that thou dost desire; for haste is still unblest, ii. 88..When came the time [of the accomplishment] of the
foreordered fate and the fortune graven on the forehead and there abode for the boy but ten days till the seven years should be complete, there came
to the mountain hunters hunting wild beasts and seeing a lion, gave chase to him. He fled from them and seeking refuge in the mountain, fell into
the pit in its midst. The nurse saw him forthright and fled from him into one of the closets; whereupon the lion made for the boy and seizing upon
him, tore his shoulder, after which he sought the closet wherein was the nurse and falling upon her, devoured her, whilst the boy abode cast down
in a swoon. Meanwhile, when the hunters saw that the lion had fallen into the pit, they came to the mouth thereof and heard the shrieking of the boy
and the woman; and after awhile the cries ceased, whereby they knew that the lion had made an end of them..So they carried him into the city and
hid him with them. Moreover, they agreed with a company of the king's chief officers, who had aforetime been those of Bekhtzeman, and
acquainted them with this; whereat they rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they assembled together to Bekhtzeman and made a covenant and
handfast [of fealty] with him and fell upon the enemy at unawares and slew him and seated King Bekhtzeman again on the throne of his kingship.
And his affairs prospered and God amended his estate and restored His bounty to him, and he ruled his subjects justly and abode in the obedience
of the Most High. On this wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "he with whom God is and whose intent is pure, meeteth nought but good.
As for me, I have no helper other than God, and I am content to submit myself to His ordinance, for that He knoweth the purity of my
intent.".There was once a king named Suleiman Shah, who was goodly of polity and judgment, and he had a brother who died and left a daughter.
So Suleiman Shah reared her on the goodliest wise and the girl grew up, endowed with reason and perfection, nor was there in her time a fairer than
she. Now the king had two sons, one of whom he had appointed in himself that he would marry her withal, and the other purposed in himself that
he would take her. The elder son's name was Belehwan and that of the younger Melik Shah, and the girl was called Shah Khatoun..When it was the
sixth day, the viziers' wrath redoubled, for that they had not compassed their desire of the youth and they feared for themselves from the king; so
three of them went in to him and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and
tenderly solicitous for thee. Verily, thou persistest long in sparing this youth alive and we know not what is thine advantage therein. Every day
findeth him yet on life and the talk redoubleth suspicions on thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may be made an end of." When the king
heard this speech, he said, "By Allah, indeed, ye say sooth and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young treasurer and said to him, "How long
shall I look into thine affair and find no helper for thee and see them all athirst for thy blood?".When God caused the morning morrow, the two
armies drew out in battle array and the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two lines and played
with his lance and cried out and recited the following verses:.Er Reshid considered her beauty and the goodliness of her singing and her eloquence
and what not else she comprised of qualities and rejoiced with an exceeding joyance; and for the stress of that which overcame him of delight, he
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descended from the couch and sitting down with her upon the ground, said to her, 'Thou hast done well, O Tuhfeh. By Allah, thou art indeed a gift'
(187) Then he turned to Ishac and said to him, 'Thou dealtest not equitably, O Ishac, in the description of this damsel, (188) neither settest out all
that she compriseth of goodliness and skill; for that, by Allah, she is incomparably more skilful than thou; and I know of this craft that which none
knoweth other than I!' 'By Allah,' exclaimed Jaafer, 'thou sayst sooth, O my lord, O Commander of the Faithful. Indeed, this damsel hath done away
my wit' Quoth Ishac, 'By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, I had said that there was not on the face of the earth one who knew the craft of the
lute like myself; but, when I heard her, my skill became nothing worth in mine eyes.'.27. Alaeddin Abou es Shamat dxx.When the Khalif heard
this, he laughed heartily and said, "By Allah, O my brother, thou art indeed excused in this matter, now that I know the cause and that the cause
hath a tail. Nevertheless if it please God, I will not sever myself from thee." "O my guest," replied Aboulhusn, "did I not say to thee, 'Far be it that
what is past should recur! For that I will never again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif rose and Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast
goose and a cake of manchet-bread and sitting down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the Khalif therewith. They gave not over eating thus till
they were content, when Aboulhusn brought bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed their hands..When the Khalif returned from the chase,
he betook himself to Tuhfeh's pavilion and bringing out the key, opened the door and went in to her. She rose to receive him and kissed his hand,
and he took her to his breast and seated her on his knee. Then food was brought to them and they ate and washed their hands; after which she took
the lute and sang, till Er Reshid was moved to sleep. When she was ware of this, she left singing and told him her adventure with the Lady
Zubeideh, saying, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I would have thee do me a favour and heal my heart and accept my intercession and reject not my
word, but go forthright to the Lady Zubeideh's lodging.' Now this talk befell after he had stripped himself naked and she also had put off her
clothes; and he said, 'Thou shouldst have named this before we stripped ourselves naked.' But she answered, saying, ' O Commander of the
Faithful, I did this not but in accordance with the saying of the poet in the following verses:.Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth, iii. 203..? ? ?
? ? For 'twixt the closing of an eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a case from foul to fair..? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader
singing came with the belov'd; our wish Accomplished was and we were quit of all the railers' prate..Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour
against Persistent Ill, i. 70..?THE ELEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Old Sharper, Story of the, ii. 187..? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the
Cashmere Singing-Girl dccccxc.Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after the fashion she had learnt from the Sheikh Iblis, so that Er Reshid's
wit was dazed for excess of delight and his understanding was confounded for joy; after which she improvised and sang the following verses:.159.
The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dcccxciv.? ? ? ? ? e. The Story of the Portress xviii.One day he went forth to the chase and left Tuhfeh
in her pavilion. As she sat looking upon a book, with a candlestick of gold before her, wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a musk-apple fell
down before her from the top of the saloon. (190) So she looked up and beheld the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191) who saluted her and
acquainted her with herself, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my lady, were I not of the number of the upstarts, I had daily sought thy
service; so do not thou bereave me of thine august visits.' (192) The Lady Zubeideh called down blessings upon her and answered, 'By the life of
the Commander of the Faithful, I knew this of thee, and but that it is not of my wont to go forth of my place, I had come out to do my service to
thee.' Then said she to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that the Commander of the Faithful hath forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine account,
even to myself. Yea, me also hath he deserted on this wise, and I am not content to be as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of them and
forsaken me, and I am come to thee, so thou mayst beseech him to come to me, though it be but once a month, that I may not be the like of the
handmaids and concubines nor be evened with the slave-girls; and this is my occasion with thee.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered Tuhfeh.
'By Allah, O my lady, I would well that he might be with thee a whole month and with me but one night, so thy heart might be comforted, for that I
am one of thy handmaids and thou art my lady in every event.' The Lady Zubeideh thanked her for this and taking leave of her, returned to her
palace..Then said Azadbekht to him (and indeed his words were [prompted] by anger and those of the youth by presence of mind and good
breeding), "I bought thee with my money and looked for fidelity from thee, wherefore I chose thee over all my grandees and servants and made
thee keeper of my treasuries. Why, then, hast thou outraged my honour and entered my house and played the traitor with me and tookest no thought
unto that which I have done thee of benefits?" "O king," answered the youth, "I did this not of my choice and freewill and I had no [evil] intent in
being there; but, of the littleness of my luck, I was driven thither, for that fate was contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, I had striven with all
endeavour that nought of foul should proceed from me and kept watch over myself, lest default appear in me; but none may avail to make head
against ill fortune, nor doth endeavour profit in case of lack of luck, as appeareth by the example of the merchant who was stricken with ill luck and
his endeavour profited him not and he succumbed to the badness of his fortune." "What is the story of the merchant," asked the king, "and how was
his luck changed upon him by the sorriness of his fortune?" "May God prolong the king's continuance!" answered the youth..? ? ? ? ? a. The First
Old Man's Story ii.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? In wine, as the glittering sunbeams bright, my heart's contentment
is, That banishes hence, with various joys, all kinds of care and dole..When the night darkened on her, she called him to mind and her heart clave to
him and sleep visited her not; and on this wise she abode days and nights, till she sickened and abstained from food. So her lord went in to her and
said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, how findest thou thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without recourse and I beseech thee to bring me my
shroud, so I may look on it before my death." Therewithal he went out from her, sore concerned for her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a
draper, who had been present on the day when the damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him, "Why do I see thee troubled?" And he
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answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the point of death and these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. I questioned her to-day of her case and she
said, 'O my lord, buy me a shroud, so I may look on it before my death.'" Quoth the draper, "Methinks nought ails her but that she is enamoured of
the young Damascene and I counsel thee to mention his name to her and avouch to her that he hath foregathered with thee on her account and is
desirous of coming to thy house, so he may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck not of him, for there is that to do with me which
distracteth me from the Damascene and from other than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning her sickness; but, if she say to thee other than
this, acquaint me therewith.'".Merry Jest of a Thief, A, ii. 186..?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..? ? ? ? ? By God, how pleasant
was the night we passed, with him for third! Muslim and Jew and Nazarene, we sported till the day..King who knew the Quintessence of Things,
The, i. 230..? ? ? ? ? All through the day its light and when the night grows dark, My grief forsakes me not, no, nor my heavy cheer..So the affair
was concluded and we drew up the contract of marriage and I made the bride-feast; but on the wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than which
never made God the Most High aught more loathly. Methought her people had contrived this by way of sport; so I laughed and looked for my
mistress, whom I had seen [at the lattice], to make her appearance; but saw her not. When the affair was prolonged and I found none but her, I was
like to go mad for vexation and fell to beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in supplication to Him that He would deliver me from her. When I
arose in the morning, there came the chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and she said, "Art thou
for breakfast?" But I replied, "No;" and on this wise I abode three days, tasting neither meat nor drink..Then said she to him, "O my son, was there
any one with thee yesternight?" And he bethought himself and said, "Yes; one lay the night with me and I acquainted him with my case and told
him my story. Doubtless, he was from the Devil, and I, O my mother, even as thou sayst truly, am Aboulhusn el Khelia." "O my son," rejoined she,
"rejoice in tidings of all good, for yesterday's record is that there came the Vivier Jaafer the Barmecide [and his company] and beat the sheikhs of
the mosque and the Imam, each four hundred lashes; after which they paraded them about the city, making proclamation before them and saying,
'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso lacketh of goodwill to his neighbours and troubleth on them their lives!' and banished them
from Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred dinars and sent to salute me." Whereupon Aboulhusn cried out and said to her, "O old
woman of ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that I am not the Commander of the Faithful? It was I who commanded Jaafer the
Barmecide to beat the sheikhs and parade them about the city and make proclamation before them and who sent thee the hundred dinars and sent to
salute thee, and I, O beldam of ill-luck, am in very deed the Commander of the Faithful, and thou art a liar, who would make me out a dotard.".? ? ?
? ? Would God thou knewst what I endure for love of thee and how My vitals for thy cruelty are all forspent and dead!.Caution was the Cause of
his Death, The Man whose, i 291..Then the prince's mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that assembly; whereupon they came and the ten
damsels foregathered. The queen seated five of them on her son's right hand and other five on his left and the folk assembled about them. Then she
bade the five who had remained with her speak forth somewhat of verse, so they might entertain therewith the assembly and that El Abbas might
rejoice therein. Now she had clad them in the richest of raiment and adorned them with trinkets and ornaments and wroughten work of gold and
silver and collars of gold, set with pearls and jewels. So they came forward, with harps and lutes and psalteries and recorders and other instruments
of music before them, and one of them, a damsel who came from the land of China and whose name was Baoutheh, advanced and tightened the
strings of her lute. Then she cried out from the top of her head (127) and improvising, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? xa. The Old
Woman and the Draper's Wife dccccxvii.? ? ? ? ? And hope thou not for aught from me, who reck not with a folk To mix, who may with abjectness
infect my royal line..Would we may live together, and when we come to die, i. 47..? ? ? ? ? She let him taste her honey and wine (183) before his
death: This was his last of victual until the Judgment Day..Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine, ii. 230..124. The Saint to whom God gave a
Cloud to serve him and the Devout King cccclxxiii.? ? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dcccclxxx
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