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? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Taj el Mulouk and the Princess Dunya cvii.Thereat Queen Zelzeleh was moved to exceeding delight and bidding her treasuress
bring a basket, wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets and the like number of earrings, all of gold, set with jewels of price, the like whereof nor men
nor Jinn possessed, and an hundred robes of coloured brocade and an hundred thousand dinars, gave the whole to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup
to her sister Sherareh, who had in her hand a stalk of narcissus; so she took it from her and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on
this.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Had we thy coming known, we would for
sacrifice Have poured thee out heart's blood or blackness of the eyes;.To return to the king's daughter of whom the prince went in quest and on
whose account he was slain. She had been used to look out from the top of her palace and gaze on the youth and on his beauty and grace; so she
said to her slave-girl one day, 'Harkye! What is come of the troops that were encamped beside my palace?' Quoth the maid, 'They were the troops
of the youth, the king's son of the Persians, who came to demand thee in marriage, and wearied himself on thine account, but thou hadst no
compassion on him.' 'Out on thee!' cried the princess. 'Why didst thou not tell me?' And the damsel answered, 'I feared thy wrath.' Then she sought
an audience of the king her father and said to him, 'By Allah, I will go in quest of him, even as he came in quest of me; else should I not do him
justice.'.? ? ? ? ? Him with my life I'd ransom whose rigours waste away My frame and cause me languish; yet, if he would but hear,.After that I
tarried till three days had elapsed, when 1 went to the bath and changing my clothes, betook myself to her house, but found the door locked and
covered with dust. So I questioned the neighbours of her and they said, "This house hath been empty these many days; but three days agone there
came a woman with an ass, and yesternight, at eventide, she took her gear and went away." So I turned back, confounded in my wit, and every day
[after this, for many a day,] I inquired of the inhabitants [of the street] concerning her, but could light on no tidings of her. And indeed I marvelled
at the eloquence of her tongue and [the readiness of] her speech; and this is the most extraordinary of that which hath betided me.'.When she had
made an end of her song, she wept till she made the bystanders weep and the Lady Zubeideh condoled with her and said to her, "God on thee, O
Sitt el Milah, sing us somewhat, so we may hearken to thee." "Hearkening and obedience," answered the damsel and sang the following
verses:.When it was the appointed time, there came to us the man of the Sultan's guards, [who had accompanied the Jew, when he came to
complain of the loss of the money,] and said, "The Sultan biddeth you nail up (143) the Jew and bring the money, for that there is no way by which
five thousand dinars can be lost." Wherefore we knew that our device sufficed not. So I went forth and finding a young man, a Haurani, (144)
passing the road, laid hands on him and stripped him and beat him with palm-rods. Then I clapped him in irons and carrying him to the prefecture,
beat him again, saying to them, "This is the thief who stole the money." And we strove to make him confess; but he would not confess. So we beat
him a third and a fourth time, till we were weary and exhausted and he became unable to return an answer. But, when we had made an end of
beating and tormenting him, he said, "I will fetch the money forthright.".44. Haroun er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas cccxxxviii.Now
the king was leaning back upon the cushion, when he heard the man's words, he knew the purport thereof; so he sat up and said, "Return to thy
garden in all assurance and ease of heart; for, by Allah, never saw I the like of thy garden nor stouter of ward than its walls over its trees!" So
Firouz returned to his wife, and the cadi knew not the truth of the affair, no, nor any of those who were in that assembly, save the king and the
husband and the damsel's brother. (176).111 El Melik es Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police dccccxxx.When
King Bekhtzeman heard this, his heart was comforted and he said in himself, 'I put my trust in God. If He will, I shall overcome mine enemy by the
might of God the Most High.' So he said to the folk, ' Know ye not who I am?' and they answered, ' No, by Allah.' Quoth he, 'I am King
Bekhtzeman.' When they heard this and knew that it was indeed he, they dismounted from their horses and kissed his stirrup, to do him honour, and
said to him, 'O king, why hast thou thus adventured thyself?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, my life is a light matter to me and I put my trust in God the Most
High, looking to Him for protection.' And they answered him, saying, 'May this suffice thee! We will do with thee that which is in our power and
whereof thou art worthy: comfort thy heart, for we will succour thee with our goods and our lives, and we are his chief officers and the most in
favour with him of all folk. So we will take thee with us and cause the folk follow after thee, for that the inclination of the people, all of them, is to
thee.' Quoth he, 'Do that unto which God the Most High enableth you.'.? ? ? ? ? Yea, and black slaves he proffered me and slave-girls big with child
And steeds of price, with splendid arms and trappings rich bedight..THE FAVOURITE AND HER LOVER. (174).? ? ? ? ? For nought of worldly
fortune I weep! my only joy In seeing thee consisteth and in thy seeing me..?STORY OF THE DETHRONED KING WHOSE KINGDOM AND
GOOD WERE RESTORED TO HIM..? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for wake and pray that the belov'd May yet to me relent and bid my tears be
dried..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclix.? ? ? ? ? I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display A book that came to
teach the Truth to those in error's way..Then said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but God [alone] knowest the secret things,) that.As for the
singer, when his [stay in the oven] grew long upon him, he came forth therefrom, thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he went up to the
roof and looking down, beheld his friend the druggist; whereat he was sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my
friend the druggist, who dealt kindly with me and wrought me fair and I have requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the druggist; so he
went down and opened the first door and would have gone out; but, when he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not the key. So he
stole up again to the roof and cast himself down into the [next] house. The people of the house heard him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief.
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Now the house in question belonged to a Persian; so they laid hands on him and the master of the house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art
a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he, 'I am no thief, but a singing-man, a stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to you.'.Awhile after this, there came
two merchants to the king with two pearls of price and each of them avouched that his pearl was worth a thousand dinars, but there was none who
availed to value them. Then said the cook, 'God prosper the king! Verily, the old man whom I bought avouched that he knew the quintessence of
jewels and that he was skilled in cookery. We have made proof of him in cookery and have found him the skilfullest of men; and now, if we send
after him and prove him on jewels, [the truth or falsehood of] his pretension will be made manifest to us.'.So he rose from his sleep and finding
himself in his own saloon and his mother by him, misdoubted of his wit and said to her, "By Allah, O my mother, I saw myself in a dream in a
palace, with slave-girls and servants about me and in attendance upon me, and I sat upon the throne of the Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my
mother, this is what I saw, and verily it was not a dream!" Then he bethought himself awhile and said, "Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and
this that I saw was only a dream, and [it was in a dream that] I was made Khalif and commanded and forbade." Then he bethought himself again
and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and I am no other than the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother
to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy reason: thou wilt go to the hospital and become a gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only
from the Devil and it was a delusion of dreams, for whiles Satan sporteth with men's wits in all manner ways.".?Story of Ilan Shah and Abou
Teman..Officer's Story, The Fourth, ii. 142..Then said he whom she had delivered from torture and for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems and
who had required her of herself in his house, for that her beauty pleased him, and [when she refused to yield to him] had forged a letter against her
and treacherously denounced her to the Sultan and requited her bounty with ingratitude, 'I am he who wronged her and lied against her, and this is
the issue of the oppressor's affair.'.His father rejoiced in him with the utmost joy and his heart was solaced and he was glad; and he made banquets
to the folk and clad the poor and the widows. He named the boy Sidi (3) Noureddin Ali and reared him in fondness and delight among the slaves
and servants. When he came to seven years of age, his father put him to school, where he learned the sublime Koran and the arts of writing and
reckoning: and when he reached his tenth year, he learned horsemanship and archery and to occupy himself with arts and sciences of all kinds, part
and parts. (4) He grew up pleasant and subtle and goodly and lovesome, ravishing all who beheld him, and inclined to companying with brethren
and comrades and mixing with merchants and travellers. From these latter he heard tell of that which they had seen of the marvels of the cities in
their travels and heard them say, "He who leaveth not his native land diverteth not himself [with the sight of the marvels of the world,] and
especially of the city of Baghdad.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My severance to bewail in torment and dismay..King (The Dethroned), whose Kingdom and
Good were restored to him, i. 285..When her master heard this, his reason fled for joy and he went to his friend the draper and said to him, "Thou
wast right in the matter of the damsel, for that she is enamoured of the young Damascene; so how shall I do?" Quoth the other, "Go to the bazaar
and when thou seest him, salute him and say to him, 'Indeed, thy departure the other day, without accomplishing thine occasion, was grievous to
me; so, if thou be still minded to buy the girl, I will abate thee an hundred dinars of that which thou badest for her, by way of hospitable
entreatment of thee and making myself agreeable to thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land.' If he say to thee, 'I have no desire for her' and hold
off from thee, know that he will not buy; in which case, let me know, so I may contrive thee another device; and if he say to thee other than this,
conceal not from me aught..The eunuch fell a-weeping in the pit and the youth said to him, 'What is this weeping and what shall it profit here?'
Quoth the eunuch, 'I weep not for fear of death, but of pity for thee and the sorriness of thy case and because of thy mother's heart and for that
which thou hast suffered of horrors and that thy death should be this abject death, after the endurance of all manner stresses.' But the youth said,
'That which hath betided me was forewrit to me and that which is written none hath power to efface; and if my term be advanced, none may avail to
defer it.' (136) Then they passed that night and the following day and the next night and the next day [in the pit], till they were weak with hunger
and came near upon death and could but groan feebly..When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him
and the king bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret purpose
and is versed in all that is past and was foredone among bygone peoples), that.Then he bade set up for her a tent and another for himself, facing
hers, so he might worship God with her, and fell to sending her food; and she said in herself, 'This is a king and it is not lawful for me that I suffer
him forsake his subjects and his kingdom for my sake. So she said to the serving-woman, who used to bring her the food, 'Speak to the king, so he
may return to his women, for he hath no need of me and I desire to abide in this place, so I may worship God the Most High therein.' The slave-girl
returned to the king and told him this, whereupon he sent back to her, saying, 'I have no need of the kingship and I also desire to abide here and
worship God with thee in this desert.' When she found this earnestness in him, she consented to his wishes and said, 'O king, I will consent unto
thee in that which thou desirest and will be to thee a wife, but on condition that thou bring me Dadbin the king and his Vizier Kardan and his
chamberlain (116) and that they be present in thine assembly, so I may speak a word with them in thy presence, to the intent that thou mayest
redouble in affection for me.' Quoth Kisra, 'And what is thine occasion unto this?' So she related to him her story from first to last, how she was the
wife of Dadbin the king and how the latter's vizier had miscalled her honour..? ? ? ? ? Thy presence honoureth us and we Confess thy
magnanimity;.Then the king sent for the captain of the thieves and bestowed on him a dress of honour, (142) commanding that all who loved the
king should put off [their raiment and cast it] upon him. (143) So there fell dresses of honour [and other presents] on him, till he was wearied with
their much plenty, and Azadbekht invested him with the mastership of the police of his city. Then he bade set up other nine gibbets beside the first
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and said to his son, "Thou art guiltless, and yet these wicked viziers endeavoured for thy slaughter." "O my father," answered the prince, "I had no
fault [in their eyes] but that I was a loyal counsellor to thee and still kept watch over thy good and withheld their hands from thy treasuries;
wherefore they were jealous and envied me and plotted against me and sought to slay me," Quoth the king, "The time [of retribution] is at hand, O
my son; but what deemest thou we should do with them in requital of that which they did with thee? For that they have endeavoured for thy
slaughter and exposed thee to public ignominy and soiled my honour among the kings.".On this wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which
time she was absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her account. When it was the next month, behold, a little
eunuch presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the
Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et
Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst
contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her, for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I
know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he,
"Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in concern [on her account]..? ? ? ? ? s. The Journeyman and the
Girl dccccix.? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant and his Sons ccccxliv.? ? ? ? ? x. The King and his Chamberlain's Wife dccccxvii.27. Alaeddin Abou es
Shamat dxx.Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when the messenger came to him and told him that the Commander of the Faithful
sought him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel and accompanied him to the palace, walking and letting wind (44) as he went, whilst all who
passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the presence of the Commander of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling and his tongue was
embarrassed, [so that he could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to him, "O elder, thou hast done no offence; so [why] fearest thou?"
"O my lord," answered the old man (and indeed he was in the sorest of that which may be of fear,) "by the virtue of thy pure forefathers, indeed I
have done nought, and do thou enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him and ordering him a thousand dinars, bestowed on him a
sumptuous dress of honour and made him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..I blessed him and thanked him and abode with him in all honour
and consideration, till, after a little, the merchants came, even as he had said, and bought and sold and bartered; and when they were about to
depart, my master came to me and said, 'The merchants are about to depart; arise, that thou mayst go with them to thy country.' So I betook myself
to the folk, and behold, they had bought great store of elephants' bones and bound up their loads and embarked in the ship; and my master took
passage for me with them and paid my hire and all that was chargeable upon me. (220) Moreover, he gave me great store of goods and we set sail
and passed from island to island, till we traversed the sea and arrived at the port of our destination; whereupon the merchants brought out their
goods and sold; and I also brought out that which was with me and sold it at a good profit..? ? ? ? ? Yea, horses hath he brought, full fair of shape
and hue, Whose collars, anklet-like, ring to the bridle-rein..So King Suleiman Shah made answer unto Caesar with 'Hearkening and obedience.'
Then he arose and despatched her to him, and Cassar went in to her and found her overpassing the description wherewithal they had described her
to him; wherefore he loved her with an exceeding love and preferred her over all his women and his love for Suleiman Shah was magnified; but
Shah Khatoun's heart still clave to her son and she could say nought. As for Suleiman Shah's rebellious son, Belehwan, when he saw that Shah
Khatoun had married the king of the Greeks, this was grievous to him and he despaired of her. Meanwhile, his father Suleiman Shah kept strait
watch over the child and cherished him and named him Melik Shah, after the name of his father. When he reached the age of ten, he made the folk
swear fealty to him and appointed him his heir apparent, and after some days, [the hour of] the old king's admission [to the mercy of God] drew
near and he died..45. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold cccxl.Accordingly the nurse returned to El Abbas, without letter or answer; and
when she came in to him, he saw that she was troubled and noted the marks of chagrin on her face; so he said to her, "What is this plight?" Quoth
she, "I cannot set out to thee that which Mariyeh said; for indeed she charged me return to thee without letter or answer." "O nurse of kings,"
rejoined El Abbas, "I would have thee carry her this letter and return not to her without it." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlxiii.The Tenth Day..On the third day I said to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!"
For I was going about in quest of a woman who knew me and I knew her not, seeing that indeed she was veiled, [whenas I saw her]. Then I went
round about the third day till the hour of afternoon prayer, and sore was my concern and my chagrin, for I knew that there abode to me of my life
but [till] the morrow, when the chief of the police would seek me. When it was the time of sundown, I passed through one of the streets, and beheld
a woman at a window. Her door was ajar and she was clapping her hands and casting furtive glances at me, as who should say, "Come up by the
door." So I went up, without suspicion, and when I entered, she rose and clasped me to her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she said to me, "I am
she whom thou depositedst with Amin el Hukm." Quoth I to her, "O my sister, I have been going round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou
hast done a deed that will be chronicled in history and hast cast me into slaughter (100) on thine account." "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and
thou captain of men?" And I answered, "How should I not be troubled, seeing that I am in concern [for an affair] that I turn over and over [in my
mind], more by token that I abide my day long going about [searching for thee] and in the night I watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she,
"Nought shall betide but good, and thou shalt get the better of him.".On this wise they abode till the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and
when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So she
arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed him to the old man, saying, "I commend him to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch cometh
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to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and largesse such as filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".? ? ? ? ? Of beryl, all glowing
with beauty, wherein Thick stars of pure silver shine forth to the eye..? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that thou dost desire, for haste is still unblest; Be
merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.136. The History ot Gherib and his Brother Agib dcxxiv.? ? ? ? ? How many a bidder unto love, a
secret-craving wight, How many a swain, complaining, saith of destiny malign,.The company marvelled at the generosity of this man and his
clemency (152) and courtesy, and the Sultan said, 'Tell us another of thy stories.' (153) 'It is well,' answered the officer, 'They avouch that.? ? ? ? ?
Then came I after them, desiring thee, with me No second save my sword, my falchion keen and bright..? ? ? ? ? Till in a robe of sandal green 'twas
clad And veil that blended rose and flame (216) in hue..Daughters, The Two Kings and the Vizier's, iii. 145..When the townsfolk saw this, they
repented of that which they had done and the affair was grievous to them; so they sought pardon [of God] and said to her, ' By the virtue of Him
whom thou servest, do thou seek pardon for us [of God!]' Quoth she, 'As for me, I may no longer abide with you and I am about to depart from
you.' Then they humbled themselves in supplication to her and wept and said to her, 'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God the Most High, that
thou take upon thyself the governance of the kingdom and of the subjects.' But she refused; whereupon they came up to her and wept and gave not
over supplicating her, till she consented and abode in the kingship. Her first commandment was that they should bury the princess and build over
her a dome (6) and she abode in that palace, worshipping God the Most High and ruling the people with justice, and God (extolled be His
perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her, by reason of the excellence of her piety and her patience and continence, the acceptance of her
prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to whom belong might and majesty, but He granted her prayer; and her report was noised abroad in all
countries..Meanwhile, the youth her master abode expecting her; but she returned not and his heart forbode him of the draught [of separation]; so
he went forth at hazard, distraught and knowing not what he should do, and fell to strewing dust upon his head and crying out, 'The old woman hath
taken her and gone away!' The boys followed him with stones and pelted him, saying, 'A madman! A madman!' Presently, the king's chamberlain,
who was a man of age and worth, met him, and when he saw his youth, he forbade the boys and drove there away from him, after which he
accosted him and questioned him of his case. So he told him how it was with him and the chamberlain said to him, 'Fear not: all shall yet be well
with thee. I will deliver thy slave-girl for thee: so calm thy trouble.' And he went on to speak him fair and comfort him, till he put faith in his
speech..Haste not to that thou dost desire; for haste is still unblest, ii. 88..Now the king was a very old man and destiny decreed the ending of his
term of life; so he died and when he was buried, the folk assembled and many were the sayings of the people and of the king's kinsfolk and officers,
and they took counsel together to slay the princess and the young pilgrim, saying, 'This fellow dishonoureth us with yonder strumpet and none
accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they fell upon them and slew the princess, without questioning her of aught; whereupon the pious woman
(whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out on ye, O misbelievers I Ye have slain the pious lady.' Quoth they, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost
thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she loved thee, and we will slay thee without mercy.' 'God forbid!' answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is
the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of that?' asked they, and she said, 'Bring me women.' So they brought her women, and when they looked
on her, they found her a woman..? ? ? ? ? Who dares with them to cope draws death upon himself; Yea, of the deadly lance incontinent he's
slain..He abode weeping for the loss of his wife and children till the morning, when he went forth wandering at a venture, knowing not what he
should do, and gave not over faring along the sea-shore days and nights, unknowing whither he went and taking no food therein other than the
herbs of the earth and seeing neither man nor beast nor other living thing, till his travel brought him to the top of a mountain. He took up his
sojourn in the mountain and abode there [awhile] alone, eating of its fruits and drinking of its waters. Then he came down thence and fared on
along the high road three days, at the end of which time he came upon tilled fields and villages and gave not over going till he sighted a great city
on the shore of the sea and came to the gate thereof at the last of the day. The gatekeepers suffered him not to enter; so he abode his night
anhungred, and when he arose in the morning, be sat down hard by the gate..As for Mesrour, he gave not over running till he came to the by-street,
[wherein was the house] of Aboulhusn el Khelia. Now the latter was sitting reclining at the lattice, and chancing to look round, saw Mesrour
running along the street and said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Meseemeth the Khalif, when I went forth from him, dismissed the Divan and went in to the
Lady Zubeideh, to condole with her [for thee;] whereupon she arose and condoled with him [for me,] saying, 'God greaten thy recompence for [the
loss of] Aboulhusn el Khelia!' And he said to her, 'None is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad, may thy head outlive her!' Quoth she, 'It is not she who is
dead, but Aboulhusn el Khelia, thy boon-companion.' And he to her, 'None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad.' And they gainsaid one another, till the
Khalif waxed wroth and they laid a wager, and he hath sent Mesrour the sword- bearer to see who is dead. Wherefore it were best that thou lie
down, so he may see thee and go and acquaint the Khalif and confirm my saying." So Nuzhet el Fuad stretched herself out and Aboulhusn covered
her with her veil and sat at her head, weeping..? ? ? ? ? Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare And left us to endure estrangement and
despair..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and we would have spread our bosoms in thy way, That so thy feet might fare on eyelids, carpet-wise..? ? ? ? ? All charms,
indeed, thou dost comprise; so who shall vie with thee And who shall blame me if for love of such a fair I'm sped?.? ? ? ? ? A talking-stock among
the folk for ever I abide; Life and the days pass by, yet ne'er my wishes I attain),.154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik and the Merchant Hassan
dcclvi.? ? ? ? ? Thou whose desire possesseth my soul, the love of whom Hold on my reins hath gotten and will not let me free,.? ? ? ? ? e. Story of
the Portress lxvii.King who knew the Quintessence of Things, The, i. 230..One day, he went forth in quest of certain stray camels of his and fared
on all his day and night till eventide, when he [came to an Arab encampment and] was fain to seek hospitality of one of the inhabitants. So he
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alighted at one of the tents of the camp and there came forth to him a man of short stature and loathly aspect, who saluted him and lodging him in a
corner of the tent, sat entertaining him with talk, the goodliest that might be. When his food was dressed, the Arab's wife brought it to the guest,
and he looked at the mistress of the tent and saw a favour than which no goodlier might be. Indeed, her beauty and grace and symmetry amazed
him and he abode confounded, looking now at her and now at her husband. When his looking grew long, the man said to him, 'Harkye, O son of the
worthy! Occupy thyself with thine own concerns, for by me and this woman hangeth a rare story, that is yet goodlier than that which thou seest of
her beauty; and when we have made an end of our food, I will tell it thee.'.82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster dclxvii.Therewithal
the king bade all his officers go round about in the thoroughfares and colleges [of the town] and bring before him all strangers whom they found
there. So they went forth and brought him much people, amongst whom was the man who had painted the portrait. When they came into the
presence, the Sultan bade the crier make proclamation that whoso wrought the portrait should discover himself and have whatsoever he desired. So
the poor man came forward and kissing the earth before the king, said to him, "O king of the age, I am he who painted yonder portrait." Quoth El
Aziz, "And knowest thou who she is?" "Yes," answered the other; "this is the portrait of Mariyeh, daughter of the king of Baghdad." The king
ordered him a dress of honour and a slave-girl [and he went his way]. Then said El Abbas, "O father mine, give me leave to go to her, so I may look
upon her; else shall I depart the world, without fail." The king his father wept and answered, saying, "O my son, I builded thee a bath, that it might
divert thee from leaving me, and behold it hath been the cause of thy going forth; but the commandment of God is a foreordained (61) decree."
(62).? ? ? ? ? My heart belike shall his infect with softness, even as me His body with disease infects, of its seductive air..Abdulmelik ben Salih the
Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya, and, i. 183..Queen Es Shubha rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and said, 'Well done! By Allah, there is none
surpasseth thee.' Tuhfeh kissed the earth, then returned to her place and improvised on the tuberose, saying:.When his father saw the strength of his
determination to travel, he fell in with his wishes and equipped him with five thousand dinars in cash and the like in merchandise and sent with him
two serving-men. So the youth set out, trusting in the blessing of God the Most High, and his father went out with him, to take leave of him, and
returned [to Damascus]. As for Noureddin Ali, he gave not over travelling days and nights till he entered the city of Baghdad and laying up his
loads in the caravanserai, made for the bath, where he did away that which was upon him of the dirt of the road and putting off his travelling
clothes, donned a costly suit of Yemen stuff, worth an hundred dinars. Then he put in his sleeve (6) a thousand mithcals (7) of gold and sallied
forth a-walking and swaying gracefully as he went. His gait confounded all those who beheld him, as he shamed the branches with his shape and
belittled the rose with the redness of his cheeks and his black eyes of Babylonian witchcraft; indeed, thou wouldst deem that whoso looked on him
would surely be preserved from calamity; [for he was] even as saith of him one of his describers in the following verses:.The Khalif assigned them
pensions and allowances and as for Noureddin, his father brought him those riches and his wealth waxed and his case was goodly, till he became
the richest of the folk of his time in Baghdad and left not the presence of the Commander of the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he was
vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah, and he ceased not to live the most delightsome of lives, he and she and his father and mother, a while of time,
till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore sickness and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High. After awhile, his mother died also and he carried
them forth and shrouded them and buried and made them expiations and nativities. (45) Then his children grew up and became like unto moons,
and he reared them in splendour and fondness, what while his wealth waxed and his case flourished. He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the
Commander of the Faithful, he and his children and his slave-girl Sitt el Milah, and they abode, he and they, in all solace of life and prosperity till
there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and extolled be the perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal! This
is all that hath come down to us of their story..I marvelled at this with the utmost wonderment and knew that he was of the sons of the pious. So I
bestirred myself for his release and tended him [till he recovered] and besought him of quittance and absolution of responsibility.'.Old Sharper,
Story of the, ii. 187..? ? ? ? ? Except I be appointed a day [to end my pain], I'll weep until mine eyelids with blood their tears ensue..Now the
merchant their father lay asleep in the ship, and the crying of the boys troubled him; so he rose to call out to them [and silence them] and let the
purse [with the thousand dinars therein] fall among the bales of merchandise. He sought for it and finding it not, buffeted his head and seized upon
the boys, saying, 'None took the purse but you. Ye were playing about the bales, so ye might steal somewhat, and there was none here but you.'
Then he took a staff and laying hold of the children, fell to beating them and flogging them, whilst they wept, and the sailors came round about
them and said, 'The boys of this island are all thieves and robbers.' Then, of the greatness of the merchant's wrath, he swore that, if they brought not
out the purse, he would drown them in the sea; so when [by reason of their denial] his oath became binding upon him, he took the two boys and
lashing them [each] to a bundle of reeds, cast them into the sea..? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey dcccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Thou, thou enjoy'st repose and
comfortable sleep, Nor of the mis'ries reckst by which my heart is wried..? ? ? ? ? Fain, fain would I forget thy love. Alack, my heart denies To be
consoled, and 'gainst thy wrath nought standeth me in stead..25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? Yea, to the earth that languished
for lack of rain, the clouds Were bounteous; so it flourished and plenteous harvests bore;.The vizier's story pleased the king and he bade depart to
his dwelling..Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, i. 47.? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season of love-delight with them, The
sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain..52. The Devout Israelite cccxlviii.Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar, ii.
195..When she had made an end of her verses, she considered her affair and said in herself, 'By Allah, all these things have betided by the
ordinance of God the Most High and His providence and this was written and charactered upon the forehead.' Then she landed and fared on till she
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came to a spacious place, where she enquired of the folk and hired a house. Thither she straightway transported all that was in the ship of goods and
sending for brokers, sold all that was with her. Then she took part of the price and fell to enquiring of the folk, so haply she might scent out tidings
[of her lost husband]. Moreover, she addressed herself to lavishing alms and tending the sick, clothing the naked and pouring water upon the dry
ground of the forlorn. On this wise she abode a whole year, and every little while she sold of her goods and gave alms to the sick and the needy;
wherefore her report was bruited abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in her praise..Now a party of the troops had banded themselves together
for Belehwan; so they sent to him and bringing him privily, went in to the little Melik Shah and seized him and seated his uncle Belehwan on the
throne of the kingship. Then they proclaimed him king and did homage to him all, saying, 'Verily, we desire thee and deliver to thee the throne of
the kingship; but we wish of thee that thou slay not thy brother's son, for that on our consciences are the oaths we swore to his father and
grandfather and the covenants we made with them.' So Belehwan granted them this and imprisoned the boy in an underground dungeon and
straitened him. Presently, the heavy news reached his mother and this was grievous to her; but she could not speak and committed her affair to God
the Most High, daring not name this to King Caesar her husband, lest she should make her uncle King Suleiman Shah a liar..One day, as I was thus
feigning sleep, I felt a hand in my lap, and in it a magnificent purse. So I seized the hand and behold, it was that of a fair woman. Quoth I to her, "O
my lady, who art thou?" And she said, "Rise [and come away] from here, that I may make myself known to thee." So I arose and following her,
fared on, without tarrying, till she stopped at the door of a lofty house, whereupon quoth I to her,"O my lady, who art thou? Indeed, thou hast done
me kindness, and what is the reason of this?" "By Allah," answered she, "O Captain Mum, I am a woman on whom desire and longing are sore for
the love of the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm. Now there was between us what was and the love of her fell upon my heart and I agreed with
her upon meeting, according to possibility and convenience. But her father Amin el Hukm took her and went away, and my heart cleaveth to her
and love-longing and distraction are sore upon me on her account.".Then the prince rose to him and embraced him and kissed him and entreated
him with honour. Moreover, he seated him in a chair and bestowed on him a dress of honour; and he turned to his father and said to him, 'This is
the king who pardoned me and this is his ear that I cut off with an arrow; and indeed he deserveth pardon from me, for that he pardoned me.' Then
said he to Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency hath been a provision for thee [in thine hour of need].' And they entreated him with the utmost
kindness and sent him back to his own country in all honour and worship Know, then, O King," continued the youth, "that there is no goodlier thing
than clemency and that all thou dost thereof, thou shalt find before thee, a treasure laid up for thee.".? ? ? ? ? Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails
the hand of death to stay? O brother of the brotherless, brother of all th' afflicted, say..? ? ? ? ? Yet, an thou wilt vouchsafe thy favours unto me, My
sabre thou shalt see the foemen put to flight;.Meanwhile, she prayed to God the Most High that He would establish her innocence in the eyes of her
husband and the folk. So He sent down upon her husband's brother a sore disease and none knew a remedy for him; wherefore he said to his
brother, ' In such a city is a pious woman, a recluse, and her prayers are answered; so do thou carry me to her, that she may pray for me and God (to
whom belong might and majesty) may make me whole of this sickness.' Accordingly, he took him up and fared on with him, till they came to the
village where dwelt the old man, who had rescued the woman from the pit and carried her to his dwelling and tended her there, [till she
recovered]..? ? ? ? ? Our stead, that late was desert, grew green and eke our trees, That barren were, grew loaded with ripened fruits galore..? ? ? ? ?
Midmost the watches of the night I see thee, in a dream; A lying dream, for he I love my love doth not repay..EL MAMOUN AND ZUBEIDEH
(163).Then she went up into the house and put off her [walking] clothes and I found her as she were the full moon. I brought her what I had by me
of meat and drink and said to her, 'O my lady, excuse me: this is that which is ready.' Quoth she, 'This is abundant kindness and indeed it is what I
sought' And she ate and gave the slave-girl that which was left; after which I brought her a casting-bottle of rose-water, mingled with musk, and she
washed her hands and abode with me till the season of afternoon-prayer, when she brought out of the parcel that she had with her a shirt and
trousers and an upper garment (176) and a kerchief wroughten with gold and gave them to me; saying, 'Know that I am one of the favourites of the
Khalif, and we are forty favourites, each one of whom hath a lover who cometh to her as often as she would have him; and none is without a lover
save myself, wherefore I came forth to-day to find me a gallant and behold, I have found thee. Thou must know that the Khalif lieth each night with
one of us, whilst the other nine-and-thirty favourites take their ease with the nine-and-thirty men, and I would have thee be with me on such a day,
when do thou come up to the palace of the Khalif and wait for me in such a place, till a little eunuch come out to thee and say to thee a [certain]
word, to wit, "Art thou Sendel?" And do thou answer, "Yes," and go with him.'.So the prefect carried him up to the Sultan and he said, "I have an
advertisement for thee, O my lord." "What is thine advertisement?" asked the Sultan; and the thief said, "I repent and will deliver into thy hand all
who are evildoers; and whomsoever I bring not, I will stand in his stead." Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a dress of honour and accept his profession
of repentance." So he went down from the presence and returning to his comrades, related to them that which had passed and they confessed his
subtlety and gave him that which they had promised him. Then he took the rest of the stolen goods and went up with them to the Sultan. When the
latter saw him, he was magnified in his eyes and he commanded that nought should be taken from him. Then, when he went down, [the Sultan's]
attention was diverted from him, little by little, till the case was forgotten, and so he saved the booty [for himself].' The folk marvelled at this and
the fifteenth officer came forward and said, 'Know that among those who make a trade of knavery are those whom God the Most High taketh on
their own evidence against themselves.' 'How so?' asked they; and he said..Then the king took counsel with himself to build his son a bath and
adorn it with various paintings, so he might show it to him and divert him with the sight thereof, to the intent that his body might be solaced
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thereby and that the obsession of travel might cease from him and he be turned from [his purpose of] removal from his parents. So he addressed
himself to the building of the bath and assembling architects and builders and artisans from all the towns and citadels and islands [of his
dominions], assigned them a site and marked out its boundaries. Then the workmen occupied themselves with the making of the bath and the
setting out and adornment of its cabinets and roofs. They used paints and precious stones of all kinds, according to the variousness of their hues,
red and green and blue and yellow and what not else of all manner colours; and each artisan wrought at his handicraft and each painter at his art,
whilst the rest of the folk busied themselves with transporting thither varicoloured stones..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban xi.115. The
Malice of Women dcccclxxix.Favourite and her Lover, The, iii. 165..The folk of the quarter heard him and assembled under the window; and when
he was ware of them, he opened the window and said to them, "Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Every one in his own house doth what he will and
none hindereth him; but we drink one poor day and ye assemble and come, cuckoldy varlets that ye are! To-day, wine, and to-morrow [another]
matter; and from hour to hour [cometh] relief." So they laughed and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she was intoxicated, when she called to mind
her lord and wept, and the old man said to her, "What maketh thee weep, O my lady?" "O elder," replied she, "I am a lover and separated [from him
I love]." Quoth he, "O my lady, what is this love?" "And thou," asked she, "hast thou never been in love?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he,
"never in all my life heard I of this thing, nor have I ever known it! Is it of the sons of Adam or of the Jinn?" She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art
even as those of whom the poet speaketh, when as he saith ..." And she repeated the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? How presents in great store thou
didst refuse and eke The givers, great and small, with flouting didst requite..29. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls dxxxii."When I [returned from
my sixth voyage, I] forswore travel and renounced commerce, saying in myself, 'What hath befallen me sufficeth me.' So I abode at home and
passed my time in pleasance and delight, till, one day, as I sat at mine ease, plying the wine-cup [with my friends], there came a knocking at the
door. The doorkeeper opened and found without one of the Khalif's pages, who came in to me and said, 'The Commander of the Faithful biddeth
thee to him.' So I accompanied him to the presence of the Khalif and kissing the earth before him, saluted him. He bade me welcome and entreated
me with honour and said to me, 'O Sindbad, I have an occasion with thee, which I would have thee accomplish for me.' So I kissed his hand and
said, 'O my lord, what is the lord's occasion with the slave?' Quoth he, 'I would have thee go to the King of Serendib and carry him our letter and
our present, even as he sent us a present and a letter.'.Akil rejoiced in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of his enemy and all in his camp
rejoiced also and cast dresses of honour upon Aamir. Moreover, Akil bade go forth to meet El Abbas, and commanded that none, great or small,
freeman or slave, should tarry behind. So they did his bidding and going forth all, met El Abbas at three parasangs' distance from the camp. When
they met him, they all dismounted from their horses and Akil and he embraced and clapped hands. (95) Then they returned, rejoicing in the coming
of El Abbas and the slaughter of their enemy, to the camp, where tents were pitched for the new-comers and carpets spread and game killed and
beasts slaughtered and royal guest-meals spread; and on this wise they abode twenty days, in the enjoyment of all delight and solace of life..When
the king heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to his house, and there he abode his day
long..When it was the ninth day, the viziers [foregathered and] said, one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is
minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and ensorcelleth him with a story; so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest
from him?" Then they took counsel together and were of accord that they should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter
the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and said to her, "Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit
thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and drinking and diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The
king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he abideth on life, the talk will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on
against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And they answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me
and tell me that I am become a byword in the city, and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so
this talk may be estopped from us.'".When the king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he bade
him go to his house and return to him [on the morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he passed the
night and the ensuing day..?STORY OF THE THREE MEN AND OUR LORD JESUS..? ? ? ? ? Nay, at daybreak I drink of the wind-freshened
wine And prostrate me (59) instead in the dawn-whitened air..? ? ? ? ? For the longing that abideth in my heart is hard to bear. Fare with me, then,
to my loved one. Answer nothing, but obey..? ? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dcccclxxx.Ass, the Sharpers, the Money-Changer and
the, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? To Baghdad upon a matter of all moment do I fare, For the love of one whose beauties have my reason led astray..Accordingly,
the hangman took him and bringing out the knife, offered to cut off his hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear
(24) it not for him, so he may lose his blood and we be rid of him." But Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up
to him and said, "O folk, fear God in [your dealings with] this youth, for that I know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and
guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk of condition, (25) and except ye desist from him, I will go up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint
him with the case from first to last and that the youth is guiltless of crime or offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his
mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release him and commit him to me and I will warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again
after this." So they delivered Noureddin to him and he took him from their hands and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed
thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk twice and if they lay hold of thee a third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with
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thee], I aim at reward and recompense for thee (26) and answered prayer." (27).When the king heard his vizier's words, he marvelled with the
utmost wonderment and bade him retire to his lodging. [So Er Rehwan withdrew to his house and abode there till eventide of the next day, when he
again presented himself before the king.].When the king saw this, he cried out and his wife wept in the ship and offered to cast herself into the sea;
but the Magian bade the sailors lay hands on her. So they seized her and it was but a little while ere the night darkened and the ship disappeared
from the king's eyes; whereupon he swooned away for excess of weeping and lamentation and passed his night bewailing his wife and
children..STORY OF THE DAMSEL TUHFET EL CULOUB AND ?THE KHALIF HAROUN ER RESHID..? ? ? ? ? My secret is disclosed, the
which I strove to hide; Of thee and of thy love enough have I abyed..At this Queen Kemeriyeh was moved to exceeding delight and drank off her
cup, saying, 'Well done, O queen of hearts!' Moreover, she took off a surcoat of blue brocade, fringed with red rubies, and a necklace of white
jewels, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and gave them to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Zelzeleh, who had in her hand sweet
basil, and she said to Tuhfeh, 'Sing to me on this sweet basil.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following
verses:.When the company heard the seventh officer's story, they were moved to exceeding mirth, and El Melik ez Zahir Bibers rejoiced in that
which he heard and said, 'By Allah, there betide things in this world, from which kings are shut out, by reason of their exalted station!" Then came
forward another man from amongst the company and said, 'There hath reached me from one of my friends another story bearing on the malice of
women and their craft, and it is rarer and more extraordinary and more diverting than all that hath been told to you.".? ? ? ? ? v. The Sharpers with
the Money-Changer and the Ass dccccxiv.Therewithal the cook equipped his brother and freighting him a ship, embarked therein merchandise.
Then he committed Selim unto him and they set out and departed with the ship. God decreed them safety, so that they arrived [in due course] at the
first city [of the land of Hind], the which is known as El Mensoureh, and cast anchor there. Now the king of that city had died, leaving a daughter
and a widow, who was the quickest-witted of women and gave out that the girl was a boy, so that the kingship might be stablished unto them. The
troops and the amirs doubted not but that the case was as she avouched and that the princess was a male child; so they obeyed her and the queen
mother took order for the matter and used to dress the girl in man's apparel and seat her on the throne of the kingship, so that the folk might see her.
Accordingly, the grandees of the kingdom and the chief officers of the realm used to go in to her and salute her and do her service and go away,
nothing doubting but she was a boy..Would we may live together, and when we come to die, i. 47..Now the old woman had heard from the folk of
the lady who gave alms to the sick, and indeed [the news of] her bounties reached both poor and rich; so she arose and bringing out Selim to the
door of her house, laid him on a mat and wrapped him in a mantle and sat over against him. Presently, it befell that the charitable lady passed by
them, which when the old woman saw, she rose to her and offered up prayers for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to whom pertain goodness
and beneficence and charity and almsdoing, know that this young man is a stranger, and indeed want and vermin and hunger and nakedness and
cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she gave her alms of that which was with her; and indeed her heart inclined unto Selim, [but she knew
him not for her husband]..137. Otbeh and Reyya dclxxx.The news came to the rest of the kings; so they [flew after him and] overtaking him, found
him full of trouble and fear, with fire issuing from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'Know that
Meimoun hath carried off Tuhfeh from my palace and outraged mine honour.' When they heard this, they said, 'There is no power and no virtue but
in God the Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave matter and indeed he destroyeth himself and his people!' Then the
Sheikh Iblis gave not over flying till he fell in with the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered themselves together unto him much people, none may
tell the tale of them save God the Most High. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the Citadel of Lead, (238) and the people of the
strongholds saw the tribes of the Jinn issuing from every steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?' Then Iblis went in to King Es Shisban and
acquainted him with that which had befallen, whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his folk! He thinketh to possess Tuhfeh, and
she is become queen of the Jinn! But have patience till we contrive that which befitteth in the matter of Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what befitteth it
to do?' And Es Shisban said, *We will fall upon him and slay him and his people with the sword.'.On this wise he abode a space of days, after
which he made himself at home in the land and took to himself comrades and got him friends galore, with whom he addressed himself to diversion
and good cheer. Moreover, he went a-pleasuring with his friends and their hearts were solaced [by his company] and he entertained them with
stories and civilities (161) and diverted them with pleasant verses and told them abundance of histories and anecdotes. Presently, the report of him
reached King Jemhour, lord of Cashghar of Hind, and great was his desire [for his company]. So he went in quest of him and Abdallah repaired to
his court and going in to him, kissed the earth before him. Jemhour welcomed him and entreated him with kindness and bade commit him to the
guest-house, where he abode three days, at the end of which time the king sent [to him] a chamberlain of his chamberlains and let bring him to his
presence. When he came before him, he greeted him [with the usual compliment], and the interpreter accosted him, saying, "King Jemhour hath
heard of thy report, that thou art a goodly boon-companion and an eloquent story-teller, and he would have thee company with him by night and
entertain him with that which thou knowest of anecdotes and pleasant stories and verses." And he made answer with "Hearkening and
obedience.".Therewithal the young man was moved to delight and exclaimed, "By Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el Milan! Let me hear more."
Then he handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank and the cups went round among them; and her seller said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is the
season of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the subject." Accordingly she struck the lute and avouching that which was in her heart, sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? In the wide world no house thou hast, a homeless wanderer thou: To thine own place thou shall be borne, an object for
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lament. (88).Then he wrote a letter to King Azadbekht, saying to him, "I am a servant of thy servants and a slave of thy slaves and my daughter is a
handmaid at thy service, and may God the Most High prolong thy days and appoint thy times [to be] in delight and contentment! Indeed, I still
went girded of the waist in thy service and in caring for the preservation of thy dominion and warding off thine enemies from thee; but now I
abound yet more than before in zeal and watchfulness, for that I have taken this to charge upon myself, since my daughter is become thy wife."
And he despatched a messenger to the king with the letter and a present.
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