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15. The Cat and the Crow cl.80. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man cccxci.Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..2. The Fisherman and the Genie

iii.The Fifth Day.? ? ? ? ? "What is the taste of love?" quoth one, and I replied, "Sweet water 'tis at first; but torment lurks behind.".? ? ? ? ?

"Console thou thyself for his love," quoth they, "with another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll never forget him my dear!".Now

the king was a very old man and destiny decreed the ending of his term of life; so he died and when he was buried, the folk assembled and many

were the sayings of the people and of the king's kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel together to slay the princess and the young pilgrim,

saying, 'This fellow dishonoureth us with yonder strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they fell upon them and slew the

princess, without questioning her of aught; whereupon the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out on ye, O misbelievers I Ye

have slain the pious lady.' Quoth they, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she loved thee, and we will slay

thee without mercy.' 'God forbid!' answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of that?' asked they, and she said,

'Bring me women.' So they brought her women, and when they looked on her, they found her a woman..140. Younus the Scribe and the Khalif

Welid ben Sehl dclxxxiv.The dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven

hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the biddings

stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she willeth." And

the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy

leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to her and

when he drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer arose,

shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the

dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I will

hearken to thee from my place, for I will not trust myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".One day, another of my friends came to me

and said 'A neighbour of mine hath invited me to hear [music]. [And he would have me go with him;] but I said, 'I will not foregather with any one.'

However, he prevailed upon me [to accompany him]; so we repaired to the place and found there a man, who came to meet us and said, '[Enter,] in

the name of God!' Then he pulled out a key and opened the door, whereupon we entered and he locked the door after us. Quoth I, 'We are the first

of the folk; but where are their voices?' (128) '[They are] within the house,' answered he. 'This is but a privy door; so be not amazed at the absence

of the folk.' And my friend said to me, 'Behold, we are two, and what can they avail to do with us?' [Then he brought us into the house,] and when

we entered the saloon, we found it exceeding desolate and repulsive of aspect Quoth my friend, 'We are fallen [into a trap]; but there is no power

and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' And I said, 'May God not requite thee for me with good!'.76 En Numan and the Arab of the

Benou Tai dclx.Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, ii. 204, 271..When King El Aziz heard the damsel's

song, her speech and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these damsels are weary with long versifying, and indeed

they make us yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these five have adorned our assembly with

the excellence of their melodies and have done well in that which they have said before those who are present; wherefore we counsel thee to

enfranchise them for the love of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment but thy commandment;" and he enfranchised

the ten damsels in the assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his son and prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to God the

Most High. Then they put off that which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes [and other] instruments of music, clave to their

houses, veiled, and went not forth. (144).? ? ? ? ? O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, Give ear unto my words and verses thereanent..They

cut their bonds and poured wine into their gullets, till they came to themselves, when the king looked at the eunuch and recognizing him, said,

'Harkye, such an one!' 'Yes, O my lord the king,' replied the man and prostrated himself to him; whereat the king marvelled with an exceeding

wonder and said to him, 'How earnest thou to this place and what hath befallen thee?" Quoth the eunuch, 'I went and took out the treasure and

brought it hither; but the [evil] eye was behind me and I unknowing. So the thieves took us alone here and seized the money and cast us into this

pit, so we might die of hunger, even as they had done with other than we; but God the Most High sent thee, in pity to us.'.? ? ? ? ? z. The Stolen

Purse dcv.What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear, iii. 20..When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, he bade his

servant give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and said to him, "How now, my brother! Hast ever in the world heard of one whom such

calamities have betided as have betided me and hath any suffered that which I have suffered of afflictions or undergone that which I have

undergone of hardships? Wherefore it behoveth that I have these pleasures in requital of that which I have undergone of travail and humiliations."

So the porter came forward and kissing the merchant's hands, said to him, "O my lord, thou hast indeed suffered grievous perils and hast well

deserved these bounteous favours [that God hath vouchsafed thee]. Abide, then, O my lord, in thy delights and put away from thee [the

remembrance of] thy troubles; and may God the Most High crown thine enjoyments with perfection and accomplish thy days in pleasance until the

hour of thine admission [to His mercy]!".Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar, ii. 195..When Tuhfeh beheld this, she called to mind

her lord and wept sore and said, 'I beseech God the Most High to vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so I may return to my palace and that my high
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estate and queendom and glory and be reunited with my lord and master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden and saw in its midst a dome of

white marble, raised on columns of black teak and hung with curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels. Amiddleward this pavilion was a

fountain, inlaid with all manner jacinths, and thereon a statue of gold, and [beside it] a little door. She opened the door and found herself in a long

passage; so she followed it and behold, a bath lined with all kinds of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of pearls and jewels. Therein were

four cisterns of alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the bath was of glass coloured with all manner colours, such as confounded the

understanding of the folk of understanding and amazed the wit..Then he brought out the casket of jewellery [and showed it to an expert,] who told

him that the trinkets were gilt and that their worth was but an hundred dirhems. When he heard this, he was sore concerned thereat and presenting

himself before the Sultan's deputy, made his complaint to him; whereupon the latter knew that a trick had been put off upon him and that the folk

had cozened him and gotten the better of him and taken his stuffs. Now the magistrate in question was a man of good counsel and judgment, well

versed in affairs; so he said to the draper, "Remove somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest the casket,] and on the morrow break the lock

and cry out and come to me and complain that they have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou call [upon God for succour] and cry aloud and

acquaint the folk, so that all the people may resort to thee and see the breach of the lock and that which is missing from thy shop; and do thou show

it to every one who presenteth himself, so the news may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy chief concern is for a casket of great value,

deposited with thee by a great man of the town and that thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not afraid and still say in thy converse, 'My casket

belonged to such an one, and I fear him and dare not bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye who are present, I call you to witness of this for

me.' And if there be with thee more than this talk, [say it;] and the old woman will come to thee.".As for the king, he arose in haste and disguising

himself, repaired to the house of Firouz and knocked at the door. Quoth Firouz's wife, "Who is at the door?" And he answered, saying, "I am the

king, thy husband's master." So she opened the door and he entered and sat down, saying, "We are come to visit thee." Quoth she, "I seek refuge

[with God] from this visitation, for indeed I deem not well thereof." And the king said, "O desire of hearts, I am thy husband's master and methinks

thou knowest me not." "Nay," answered she, "I know thee, O my lord and master, and I know thy purpose and that which thou seekest and that thou

art my husband's lord. I understand what thou wishest, and indeed the poet hath forestalled thee in his saying of the following verses, in reference

to thy case:.As for the governor, he wasted all that was with him and returned to the city, where he saw the youth and excused himself to him. Then

he questioned him of what had befallen him and he told him, whereat he marvelled and returned to companionship with him; but the youth ceased

to have regard for him and gave him not stipends, as of his [former] wont, neither discovered to him aught of his secrets. When the governor saw

that there was no profit for him with the young Khorassani, he returned to the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and told him what the chamberlain

had done and counselled him to slay the latter and incited him to recover the damsel, [promising] to give his friend to drink of poison and return. So

the king sent for the chamberlain and upbraided him; whereupon he fell upon him and slew him and the king's servants fell upon the chamberlain

and slew him..40. Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih dlxv.They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they

were thus engaged, up came the master of the house, with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont.

He saw the door opened and knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore

excuse belongeth [first] to God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light

knock at the door. When the young man heard this, he changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,'

answered he; and she arose and opening the door to the master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with

thee.' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'I have but been about his occasions.'.So she donned a devotee's habit and betaking herself to the goldsmith, said to

him, 'To whom belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's hand?' Quoth he, 'It belongeth to a man, a stranger, who hath bought him a slave-girl

from this city and lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old woman repaired to the young man's house and knocked at the door. The damsel

opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184) saluted her and said to her, ' Belike thou hast an occasion with us?' 'Yes,' answered the

old woman; 'I desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she entered and did her occasion and made the ablution and prayed.

Then she brought out a rosary and began to tell her beads thereon, and the damsel said to her, 'Whence comest thou, O pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I

come] from [visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in such a church. (188) There standeth up no woman [to prayer] before him, who hath an absent

friend and discovereth to him her need, but he acquainteth her with her case and giveth her tidings of her absent one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel,

'we have an absent one, and my lord's heart cleaveth to him and I desire to go to the idol and question him of him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait]

till to-morrow and ask leave of thy husband, and I will come to thee and go with thee in weal.'.Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid, i. 195..Son, The Rich

Man and his Wasteful, i. 252..TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE CALCUTTA (1839-42).? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God! May all

prosperity, For what's decreed of years and lives, upon you ever wait!.When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and

wept till she swooned away. So they sprinkled on her rose-water, mingled with musk, and willow-flower water; and when she came to herself, Er

Reshid said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is not fair dealing in thee. We love thee and thou lovest another." "O Commander of the Faithful,"

answered she, "there is no help for it." Therewithal he was wroth with her and said, "By the virtue of Hemzeh (19) and Akil (20) and Mohammed,

Prince of the Apostles, if thou name one other than I in my presence, I will bid strike off thy head!" Then he bade return her to her chamber, whilst

she wept and recited the following verses:.Now there was in the house a ram, with which the Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the
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woman did, he thought she would butt with him; so he broke his halter and running at her, butted her and broke her head. She fell on her back and

cried out; whereupon the Persian started up from sleep in haste and seeing the singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the singer with his yard on

end, said to the latter, 'O accursed one, doth not what thou hast already done suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him

out in the middle of the night..?STORY OF THE DETHRONED KING WHOSE KINGDOM AND GOOD WERE RESTORED TO HIM..When

the vizier came to the King of Samarcand [and acquainted him with his errand], he submitted himself to the commandment [of his brother and

made answer] with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he equipped himself and made ready for the journey and brought forth his tents and

pavilions. A while after midnight, he went in to his wife, that he might take leave of her, and found with her a strange man, sleeping with her in one

bed. So he slew them both and dragging them out by the feet, cast them away and set forth incontinent on his journey. When he came to his

brother's court, the latter rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and lodged him in the pavilion of entertainment, [to wit, the guest-house,] beside his

own palace. Now this pavilion overlooked a garden belonging to the elder king and there the younger brother abode with him some days. Then he

called to mind that which his wife had done with him and remembered him of her slaughter and bethought him how he was a king, yet was not

exempt from the vicissitudes of fortune; and this wrought upon him with an exceeding despite, so that it caused him abstain from meat and drink,

or, if he ate anything, it profited him not..There was once a man of Nishapour, (1) who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety, and he was

minded to set out on the pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the care of his brother and besought him to aid her in her affairs and further her

to her desires till he should return, so they both abode alive and well. Then he took ship and departed and his absence was prolonged. Meanwhile,

the brother went in to his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her of her circumstances and went about her occasions; and when

his visits to her were prolonged and he heard her speech and looked upon her face, the love of her gat hold upon his heart and he became distraught

with passion for her and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie with him, but she refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he

found him no way unto presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft speech and gentleness..When the prefect saw this, he said, "By

Allah, the captain is excused!" Then my comrades came round about me and sprinkled water on my face, [till I came to myself,] when I arose and

accosting the Cadi, who was covered with confusion, said to him, "Thou seest that suspicion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair is no light

matter, for that this woman's family will assuredly not sit down under her loss." Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the suspicion

had reverted upon him, wherefore his colour paled and his limbs smote together; and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that which he

had lost, so we would hush up the matter for him. (106) Then we departed from him in peace, whilst I said in myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived

me not.".Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there, i. 210..Then the king took counsel with himself to build his son a bath and adorn it with

various paintings, so he might show it to him and divert him with the sight thereof, to the intent that his body might be solaced thereby and that the

obsession of travel might cease from him and he be turned from [his purpose of] removal from his parents. So he addressed himself to the building

of the bath and assembling architects and builders and artisans from all the towns and citadels and islands [of his dominions], assigned them a site

and marked out its boundaries. Then the workmen occupied themselves with the making of the bath and the setting out and adornment of its

cabinets and roofs. They used paints and precious stones of all kinds, according to the variousness of their hues, red and green and blue and yellow

and what not else of all manner colours; and each artisan wrought at his handicraft and each painter at his art, whilst the rest of the folk busied

themselves with transporting thither varicoloured stones..El Abbas looked at them and saw the ensigns displayed and the standards loosed and

heard the drums beating; so he bade his servant saddle him a charger and look to the girths and bring him his harness of war. Quoth Aamir, "And

indeed I saw El Abbas his eyes flash and the hair of his hands stood on end, for that indeed horsemanship (69) abode [rooted in his heart]."So he

mounted his charger, whilst Aamir also bestrode a war-horse, and they went forth with the troops and fared on two days. On the third day, after the

hour of the mid-afternoon prayer, they came in sight of the enemy and the two armies met and the ranks joined battle. The strife raged amain and

sore was the smiting, whilst the dust rose in clouds and hung vaulted [over them], so that all eyes were blinded; and they ceased not from the battle

till the night overtook them, when the two hosts drew off from the mellay and passed the night, perplexed concerning themselves [and the issue of

their affair]..26. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl di.?OF THE SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD..Envy and Malice, Of, i. 125..125. The

Muslim Champion and the Christian Lady cccclxxiv.When it was the fifth day, the fifth Vizier, whose name was Jehrbaur, came in to the king and

prostrating himself before him, said, "O king, it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear that one look on thy house, (111) that thou put out his eyes. How

then should it be with him whom thou sawest midmost thy house and on thy very bed, and he suspected with thy harem, and not of thy lineage nor

of thy kindred? Wherefore do thou away this reproach by putting him to death. Indeed, we do but urge thee unto this for the assurance of thine

empire and of our zeal for thy loyal counselling and of our love to thee. How can it be lawful that this youth should live for a single hour?".When

the evening came and the king sat in his privy chamber, he summoned the vizier and required of him the story of the thief and the woman. Quoth

the vizier, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dcxxix.66. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Zubeideh dclii.? ?

? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband sift Dust dlxxxii.King Shehriyar marvelled at these things and Shehrzad said to him, "Thou marvelledst

at that which befell thee on the part of women; yet hath there befallen the kings of the Chosroes before thee what was more grievous than that

which befell thee, and indeed I have set forth unto thee that which betided khalifs and kings and others than they with their women, but the

exposition is long and hearkening groweth tedious, and in this [that I have already told thee] is sufficiency for the man of understanding and
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admonishment for the wise.".Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let me have more of thy

singing.' So she smote the lute and changing the mode, improvised the following verses on the moss-rose:.El Abbas from Akil his stead is come

again, iii. 108..Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii. 19..On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of

audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth

who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of

the youth, sent to the markets and khans and caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the

fourth day he presented himself before the Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth

Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a

dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and they sought him there and found him not..Sharper, The Idiot and the, i. 298..? ? ? ? ? Ye've

drowned me in the sea of love for you; my heart Denies to be consoled for those whom I adore..? ? ? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore

afraid, For the spy knows the secret whereof I do complain..? ? ? ? ? r. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dccccxciv.I am filled

full of longing pain and memory and dole, iii. 15..God judge betwixt me and her lord! Away, i. 48..?THE EIGHTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ?

In the wide world no house thou hast, a homeless wanderer thou: To thine own place thou shall be borne, an object for lament. (88).So El Merouzi

went away and the other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take the half of it;

but this shall never be, for that my mind hath been changed against him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and

enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and

do thou cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the

burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me; and have no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she

answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.?OF TRUST IN GOD..? ? ? ? ? j. The Unjust King and the Tither dcccxcix.Algates ye are our prey become; this

many a day and night, iii. 6..Therewithal Sindbad the Sailor bestowed largesse upon him and made him his boon-companion, and he abode, leaving

him not night or day, to the last of their lives. Praise be to God the Glorious, the Omnipotent, the Strong, the Exalted of estate, Creator of heaven

and earth and land and sea, to whom belongeth glorification! Amen. Amen. Praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds! Amen..115. The Angel of

Death and the King of the Children of Israel cccclxiii.Woman accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..End of Volume I..92. El Amin and his Uncle

Ibrahim ben el Mehdi dclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? w. The Sharper and the Merchants dccccxv.Meanwhile, the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis and his son Es

Shisban set out, as we have said, with their troops, who were of the doughtiest of the Jinn and the most accomplished of them in valour and

horsemanship, [and fared on till they drew near the Crescent Mountain], When the news of their approach reached Meimoun, he cried out with a

great cry to the troops, who were twenty thousand horse, [and bade them make ready for departure]. Then he went in to Tuhfeh and kissing her,

said to her, 'Know that thou art presently my life of the world, and indeed the Jinn are gathered together to wage war on me on thine account. If I

am vouchsafed the victory over them and am preserved alive, I will set all the kings of the Jinn under thy feet and thou shall become queen of the

world.' But she shook her head and wept; and he said, 'Weep not, for, by the virtue of the mighty inscription engraven on the seal-ring of Solomon,

thou shall never again see the land of men! Can any one part with his life? So give ear unto that which I say; else will I kill thee.' And she was

silent..?THE KING'S SON WHO FELL IN LOVE WITH THE PICTURE..Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as

thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The Christian," replied the other.

Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian. (174).The king took his wife, the

mother of his sons, and what he might [of good] and saved himself and fled in the darkness of the night, unknowing whither he should go. When

travel grew sore upon them, there met them robbers by the way, who took all that was with them, [even to their clothes], so that there was left unto

each of them but a shirt and trousers; yea, they left them without victual or camels or [other] riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till

they came to a coppice, to wit, a garden of trees, on the shore of the sea. Now the road which they would have followed was crossed by an arm of

the sea, but it was scant of water. So, when they came to that place, the king took up one of his children and fording the water with him, set him

down on the other bank and returned for his other son. Him also he set by his brother and returning for their mother, took her up and passing the

water with her, came to the place [where he had left his children], but found them not. Then he looked at the midst of the island and saw there an

old man and an old woman, engaged in making themselves a hut of reeds. So he put down his wife over against them and set off in quest of his

children, but none gave him news of them and he went round about right and left, but found not the place where they were..The head wept

exceeding sore and said, 'O my lady, indeed thou hast solaced my heart, and I have nought but my life; so take it.' Quoth she, 'An I but knew that

thou wouldst bring me news of my lord Er Reshid, it were liefer to me than the empery of the world.' And the head answered her, saying, 'It shall

be done as thou desirest.' Then it disappeared and returning to her at the last of the night, said, 'Know, O my lady, that I have been to thy palace and

have questioned one of the haunters thereof of the case of the Commander of the Faithful and that which befell him after thee; and he said, "When

the Commander of the Faithful came to Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not and saw no sign of her, he buffeted his face and head and rent his

clothes. Now there was in thy lodging the eunuch, the chief of thy household, and he cried out at him, saying, 'Bring me Jaafer the Barmecide and

his father and brother forthright.' The eunuch went out, confounded in his wit for fear of the Commander of the Faithful, and whenas he came to
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Jaafer, he said to him, 'Come to the Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy father and brother.' So they arose in haste and betaking themselves to

the Khalif's presence, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'There is that to do which overpasseth description.

Know that I locked the door and taking the key with me, betook myself to the daughter of mine uncle, with whom I lay the night; but, when I arose

in the morning and came and opened the door, I found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O Commander of the Faithful,' rejoined Jaafer, 'have patience, for that

the damsel hath been snatched away, and needs must she return, seeing she took the lute with her, and it is her [own] lute. The Jinn have assuredly

carried her off and we trust in God the Most High that she will return.' Quoth the Khalif, ' This (221) is a thing that may nowise be' And he abode in

her lodging, eating not neither drinking, what while the Barmecides besought him to go forth to the folk; and he weepeth and abideth on this wise

till she shall return." This, then, is that which hath betided him after thee.'.? ? ? ? ? Th' Amir (quoth it) am I whose charms are still desired; Absent

or present, all in loving me consent..Meanwhile, the news spread abroad that Bihzad, son of the king, was lost, whereupon his father sent letters in

quest of him [to all the kings and amongst others to him with whom he was imprisoned]. When the letter reached the latter, he praised God the

Most High for that he had not anydele hastened in Bihzad's affair and letting bring him before himself, said to him, 'Art thou minded to destroy

thyself?' Quoth Bihzad, '[I did this] for fear of reproach;' and the king said, 'An thou fear reproach, thou shouldst not practise haste [in that thou

dost]; knowest thou not that the fruit of haste is repentance? If we had hasted, we also, like unto thee, we had repented.'.? ? ? ? ? Sandhill (132) and

down (133) betwixt there blooms a yellow willow-flower, (134) Pomegranate-blossoms (135) and for fruits pomegranates (136) that doth bear..? ?

? ? ? My clothes of sendal are, my veil of the sun's light, The very handiwork of God the Lord Most High..So the prefect carried him up to the

Sultan and he said, "I have an advertisement for thee, O my lord." "What is thine advertisement?" asked the Sultan; and the thief said, "I repent and

will deliver into thy hand all who are evildoers; and whomsoever I bring not, I will stand in his stead." Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a dress of

honour and accept his profession of repentance." So he went down from the presence and returning to his comrades, related to them that which had

passed and they confessed his subtlety and gave him that which they had promised him. Then he took the rest of the stolen goods and went up with

them to the Sultan. When the latter saw him, he was magnified in his eyes and he commanded that nought should be taken from him. Then, when

he went down, [the Sultan's] attention was diverted from him, little by little, till the case was forgotten, and so he saved the booty [for himself].'

The folk marvelled at this and the fifteenth officer came forward and said, 'Know that among those who make a trade of knavery are those whom

God the Most High taketh on their own evidence against themselves.' 'How so?' asked they; and he said..King Shah Bekht and His Vizier Er

Rehwan.? ? ? ? ? Though over me be the tombstone laid, if ever thou call on me, Though rotten my bone should be, thy voice I'll answer, come

what will..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Behold, my loved ones all are ta'en from me away..149. El Melik en Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.? ? ? ? ? Who dares

with them to cope draws death upon himself; Yea, of the deadly lance incontinent he's slain..42. The Loves of Jubeir ben Umeir and the Lady

Budour cccxxvii.When the evening evened, the king bade fetch the vizier and required of him the story of the journeyman and the girl. So he said,

"Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king, that.Now the children had entered the coppice, to make water, and there was there a forest of

trees, wherein, if a horseman entered, he might wander by the week, [before finding his way out], for none knew the first thereof from the last. So

the boys entered therein and knew not how they should return and went astray in that wood, to an end that was willed of God the Most High, whilst

their father sought them, but found them not. So he returned to their mother and they abode weeping for their children. As for these latter, when

they entered the wood, it swallowed them up and they went wandering in it many days, knowing not where they had entered, till they came forth, at

another side, upon the open country..I kissed his hand and thanked him, and as I was walking about, [waiting,] up came the guards and eunuchs

with the women, who were weeping and crying out and taking leave of one another. The eunuchs cried out to us, whereupon we came with the

boat, and they said to the boatman, "Who is this?" "This is my mate," answered he, "[whom I have brought,] to help me, so one of us may keep the

boat, whilst another doth your service." Then they brought out to us the women, one by one, saying, "Throw them [in] by the Island;" and we

answered, "It is well." Now each of them was shackled and they had made a jar of sand fast about her neck. We did as the eunuchs bade us and

ceased not to take the women, one after another, and cast them in, till they gave us my mistress and I winked to my comrade. So we took her and

carried her out into mid-stream, where I gave her the empty calabashes (188) and said to her, "Wait for me at the mouth of the canal." Then we cast

her in, after we had loosed the jar of sand from her neck and done off her fetters, and returned..? ? ? ? ? Him I beseech our loves who hath

dissevered, Us of his grace once more to reunite..? ? ? ? ? Yea, so but Selma in the dust my bedfellow may prove, Fair fall it thee! In heaven or hell

I reck not if it be..THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).?STORY OF THE THREE MEN AND OUR LORD

JESUS..The Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii. 224..117. The Favourite and her

Lover M.The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..Now she was righteous in all her dealings and swerved not from one

word; (3) so, when he saw that she consented not unto him, he misdoubted that she would tell his brother, when he returned from his journey, and

said to her, 'An thou consent not to this whereof I require thee, I will cause thee fall into suspicion and thou wilt perish.' Quoth she, 'Be God

(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) [judge] betwixt me and thee, and know that, shouldst thou tear me limb from limb, I would not

consent to that whereto thou biddest me.' His folly (4) persuaded him that she would tell her husband; so, of his exceeding despite, he betook

himself to a company of people in the mosque and told them that he had witnessed a man commit adultery with his brother's wife. They believed

his saying and took act of his accusation and assembled to stone her. Then they dug her a pit without the city and seating her therein, stoned her, till
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they deemed her dead, when they left her..? ? ? ? ? Get thee to patience fair, if thou remember thee of that Whose issues (quoth the Merciful) are

ever benedight. (89).?Story of King Bekhtzeman..77 The Draper and the Thief (234) dclxi.? ? ? ? ? Then came I after them, desiring thee, with me

No second save my sword, my falchion keen and bright..106. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dccclxii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, nevermore I

ceased from that wherewith I stricken was; My night with wakefulness was filled, my heart with dreariment..Then she arose and returned to her

chamber..? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors dxciii.Before I entered this corporation, (149) I had a draper's shop and there used to come to

me a man whom I knew not, save by his face, and I would give him what he sought and have patience with him, till he could pay me. One day, I

foregathered with certain of my friends and we sat down to drink. So we drank and made merry and played at Tab; (150) and we made one of us

Vizier and another Sultan and a third headsman..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxxxviii.Son, The History of King Azadbekht

and his, i. 61..So the prince's father and his uncle and his mother and the grandees of the realm repaired to his tomb and the princess made

lamentation over him, crying aloud. She abode by the tomb a whole month; then she let fetch painters and caused them limn her portraiture and that

of the king's son. Moreover, she set down in writing their story and that which had befallen them of perils and afflictions and set it [together with

the pictures], at the head of the tomb; and after a little, they departed from the place. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary, O king of

the age, than the story of the fuller and his wife and the trooper and what passed between them.".? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour ,,.Selim

followed him till he brought him to an underground chamber and showed him somewhat of wine that was to his mind. So he occupied him with

looking upon it and taking him at unawares, sprang upon him from behind and cast him to the earth and sat upon his breast. Then he drew a knife

and set it to his jugular; whereupon there betided Selim [that wherewithal] God made him forget all that He had decreed [unto him], (72) and he

said to the cook, 'Why dost thou this thing, O man? Be mindful of God the Most High and fear Him. Seest thou not that I am a stranger? And

indeed [I have left] behind me a defenceless woman. Why wilt thou slay me?' Quoth the cook, 'Needs must I slay thee, so I may take thy good.'

And Selim said, 'Take my good, but slay me not, neither enter into sin against me; and do with me kindness, for that the taking of my money is

lighter (73) than the taking of my life.'.? ? ? ? ? My friends have not accustomed me to rigour; for, of old, When I forsook them, they to seek accord

did not disdain..Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth Voyage of, iii. 203..Quoth the company, 'Tell us thy story and expound it unto us, so we may see that

which it hath of extraordinary.' And he said 'Know, then, that.Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice, i. 13..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? la. The

Disciple's Story dcccci.So they carried him into the city and hid him with them. Moreover, they agreed with a company of the king's chief officers,

who had aforetime been those of Bekhtzeman, and acquainted them with this; whereat they rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they assembled

together to Bekhtzeman and made a covenant and handfast [of fealty] with him and fell upon the enemy at unawares and slew him and seated King

Bekhtzeman again on the throne of his kingship. And his affairs prospered and God amended his estate and restored His bounty to him, and he

ruled his subjects justly and abode in the obedience of the Most High. On this wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "he with whom God is

and whose intent is pure, meeteth nought but good. As for me, I have no helper other than God, and I am content to submit myself to His ordinance,

for that He knoweth the purity of my intent.".After three days, the old woman came to him and bringing him the [thousand dinars, the] price of the

stuffs, demanded the casket. (122) When he saw her, he laid hold of her and carried her to the prefect of the city; and when she came before the

Cadi, he said to her, "O Sataness, did not thy first deed suffice thee, but thou must come a second time?" Quoth she, "I am of those who seek their

salvation (123) in the cities, and we foregather every month; and yesterday we foregathered." "Canst thou [bring me to] lay hold of them?" asked

the prefect; and she answered, "Yes; but, if thou wait till to-morrow, they will have dispersed. So I will deliver them to thee to-night." Quoth he to

her, "Go;" and she said, "Send with me one who shall go with me to them and obey me in that which I shall say to him, and all that I bid him he

shall give ear unto and obey me therein." So he gave her a company of men and she took them and bringing them to a certain door, said to them,

"Stand at this door, and whoso cometh out to you, lay hands on him; and I will come out to you last of all." "Hearkening and obedience," answered

they and stood at the door, whilst the old woman went in. They waited a long while, even as the Sultan's deputy had bidden them, but none came

out to them and their standing was prolonged. When they were weary of waiting, they went up to the door and smote upon it heavily and violently,

so that they came nigh to break the lock. Then one of them entered and was absent a long while, but found nought; so he returned to his comrades

and said to them,"This is the door of a passage, leading to such a street; and indeed she laughed at you and left you and went away."When they

heard his words, they returned to the Amir and acquainted him with the case, whereby he knew that the old woman was a crafty trickstress and that

she had laughed at them and cozened them and put a cheat on them, to save herself. Consider, then, the cunning of this woman and that which she

contrived of wiles, for all her lack of foresight in presenting herself [a second time] to the draper and not apprehending that his conduct was but a

trick; yet, when she found herself in danger, she straightway devised a shift for her deliverance.'.Rehwan (Er), King Shah Bekht and his Vizier, i.

215..When the banquet was ended and the folk had dispersed, the king said to El Abbas, "I would fain have thee [abide] with me and I will buy

thee a house, so haply we may requite thee the high services for which we are beholden to thee; for indeed thy due is imperative [upon us] and thy

worth is magnified in our eyes; and indeed we have fallen short of thy due in the matter of distance." (83) When the prince heard the king's speech,

he rose and sat down (84) and kissing the earth, returned thanks for his bounty and said, "I am the king's servant, wheresoever I may be, and under

his eye." Then he recounted to him the story of the merchant and the manner of the buying of the house, and the king said, "Indeed, I would fain

have had thee with me and in my neighbourhood.".156. Khelifeh the Fisherman of Baghdad cccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? And scatter musk on him and
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ambergris, so long As time endures; for this is all my wish and care..Then they ate and the tables were removed and they washed their hands; after

which Iblis the Accursed came up to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, thou gladdenest the place and with thy presence enlightenest and

embellishest it; but now fain would these kings hear somewhat of thy singing, for the night hath spread its wings for departure and there abideth

thereof but a little.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and touching its strings on rare wise, played thereon after a

wondrous fashion, so that it seemed to those who were present as if the palace stirred with them for the music. Then she fell a-singing and chanted

the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dcxxviii.46. The Loves of Budour and Jubeir ben Umeir dlxxxvii.Shehrzad and

Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.The old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a

chair of gold beside the throne, whilst she was amazed at that which she saw in that place and magnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and

exalted be He!) and hallowed Him. Then the kings of the Jinn came up to the throne and seated themselves thereon; and they were in the semblance

of mortals, excepting two of them, who were in the semblance of the Jinn, with eyes slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this

there came up a young lady, fair of favour and pleasant of parts; the light of her face outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three

women, than whom there were no fairer on the face of the earth. They saluted Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them;

whereupon they embraced her and sat down on the chairs aforesaid..? ? ? ? ? Nay, though ye read therein discourse that sure should speak To heart

and soul, no word thereunto ye replied,.Now the merchant's wife aforesaid, who was the nurse of the king's daughter, was watching him from a

window, unknown of him, and [when she heard his verses], she knew that there hung some rare story by him; so she went in to him and said,

"Peace be on thee, O afflicted one, who acquaintest not physician with thy case! Verily, thou exposest thyself unto grievous peril! I conjure thee by

the virtue of Him who hath afflicted thee and stricken thee with the constraint of love-liking, that thou acquaint me with thine affair and discover to

me the truth of thy secret; for that indeed I have heard from thee verses that trouble the wit and dissolve the body." So he acquainted her with his

case and enjoined her to secrecy, whereof she consented unto him, saying, "What shall be the recompense of whoso goeth with thy letter and

bringeth thee an answer thereto?" He bowed his head for shamefastness before her [and was silent]; and she said to him, "Raise thy head and give

me thy letter." So he gave her the letter and she took it and carrying it to the princess, said to her, "Read this letter and give me the answer

thereto.".A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, iii. 191..When the morning morrowed and the folk came forth of the city, they found a

murdered man cast down in a corner of the burial-ground and seeing Bihkerd there, doubted not but it was he who had slain him; so they laid hands

on him and carried him up to the king and said to him, 'This fellow hath slain a man.' The king bade imprison him; [so they clapped him in prison]

and he fell a-saying in himself, what while he was in the prison, 'All that hath befallen me is of the abundance of my sins and my tyranny, for,

indeed, I have slain much people unrighteously and this is the requital of my deeds and that which I have wrought aforetime of oppression.' As he

was thus pondering in himself, there came a bird and lighted down on the coign of the prison, whereupon, of his much eagerness in the chase, he

took a stone and cast it at the bird..The company marvelled at this story and the tenth officer came forward and said, 'As for me, there befell me that

which was yet more extraordinary than all this.' Quoth El Melik ez Zahir, 'What was that?' And he said,.? ? ? ? ? Raiment of silk and sendal, too, he

brought to us for gift, And me in marriage sought therewith; yet, all his pains despite,.? ? ? ? ? c. Hemmad the Bedouin's Story cxliv.? ? ? ? ?

Repression's draught, by cups, from the beloved's hand I've quaffed; with colocynth for wine she hath me plied..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch

Kafour xxxix.So Selim came forward and kissing the earth before the [supposed] king, praised him and related to him his story from beginning to

end, till the time of their coming to that city, he and his sister, telling him how he had entered the place and fallen into the hands of the cook and

that which had betided him [with him] and what he had suffered from him of beating and bonds and shackles and pinioning. Moreover, he told him

how the cook had made him his brother's slave and how the latter had sold him in Hind and he had married the princess and become king and how

life was not pleasant to him till he should foregather with his sister and how the cook had fallen in with him a second time and acquainted her with

that which had betided him of sickness and disease for the space of a full-told year..? ? ? ? ? d. The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in
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